TURKEY—(EGYPT). 


No. 1. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett to Mr. John Bidwell.—(Received July 4). 

Sir, Alexandria , June 17, 1842. 

AN Englishman named Brook was carried off on Sunday by the plague. 
Mr. Brook was in the employ of Mr. Fraser, a merchant of Alexandria, and 
lived in his house, and was attended by Dr. Laidlaw, who also resided in the 
house. 

On the case being reported to the Health Office here they ordered the 
inmates of the house to perform eleven days’ purification, with the full sanction 
of the Consulate. This measure of precaution appeared not only reasonable, but 
even highly necessary. Dr. Laidlaw, however, and Mr. Fraser think otherwise, 
and complain of the rights of British subjects being violated, although they were 
permitted at their own request to remove to a clean house, instead of going 
to the Lazaretto, wdiere they would have had only seven days’ confinement. 
A guardiano of the Health Office is placed at their door. 

Dr. Laidlaw thinks that medical men ought to be exempt from submitting 
to the precautionary measures prescribed on like occasions, because they must 
interfere with their practice, and he has stated that such is the law in England. 
Of this I know nothing, nor even were it so, does it necessarily follow that the 
same law should exist in Egypt. 

But in the present case Dr. Laidlaw, by his own admission, touched the 
patient frequently without having first adopted the means employed by plague 
doctors to prevent infection by contact; and he was besides, in my opinion, 
compromised as an inhabitant of the house in which Mr. Brook died. 

The whole affair has naturally caused some sensation here, and although 
I believe that the large majority of the British residents are satisfied that no 
unnecessary severity has been used, and no right infringed, some are loud in 
their complaints, so that the subject will probably be mooted in the House of 
Commons. 1 have, therefore, thought it better to put you in possession of the 
facts. 

I hnvp 

(Signed) C. J. BARNETT. 

P.S. June 18.—I inclose a letter from Dr. Kerns. 
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Inclosure in No. 1. 

Dr. Kerns to Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett. 

Sir, Alexandria, June 18, 1842‘ 

MAY I beg the liberty of soliciting your attention to the case of Dr. Laid- 
law, at present under the restrictions of a vexatious quarantine. The principle 
of subjecting physicians to quarantine for having fearlessly stood by their patients 
under diseases from which others generally flee, is contrary to justice, sound 
policy, and the custom of enlightened nations. I therefore feel called upon, as a 
member of the medical profession, to request at your hands that Dr. Laidlaw be 
restored to liberty. And again on behalf of an English lady—his patient—whose 
life is in danger I must respectfully request at your hands, that she be not 
deprived of the services of her physician, being a British subject.* I am satisfied 
that you will respond to the latter request if in your power, and if not, I think 
it right, with every sentiment of respect, to inform you that 1 shall use every 
constitutional means to insure to the British Consulate the power to protect the 
liberty of the British physician in the discharge of his professional duties, and 
for this purpose I shall have the case of Dr. Laidlaw brought before the British 
Parliament, and also warmly engage the voice of the medical profession of 
England. 

T havp 

(Signed) ’ THOS. KERNS. 


No. 2. 

1.— Dr. Laidlaw to Mr. Thurburn.—(Communicated by Dr. Bowring). 

My dear Sir, Alexandria, June 19, 1842. 

IN the course of all my long practice in this country, I have never got 
into such difficulty as I find myself in at present: I am shut up in quarantine 
in consequence of a case of plague having occurred in the house in which I was 
living. Some months ago, I was rather unexpectedly obliged to leave my 
house, and Fraser was good enough to invite me to share his till I could find 
one to suit me. Mr. Brook, his clerk, complained, as we were sitting down 
to dinner in the evening, of indisposition, and said he would go to bed. I 
gave him some medicine and visited him late at night, but did not think him 
very ill. The next morning, however, very violent fever, like the commence¬ 
ment of typhus, came on, and he was evidently very seriously ill. On the 
morning of the 11th, a carbuncle and bubo were distinct proofs of the nature of 
the complaint, and on the morning of the 12th he died, covered with petechia;. 

As soon as the serious nature of the disease were evident, that is, on the 
morning of the 10th, we appointed two Arab servants to attend him, and put 
them in quarantine with the rest of the house, keeping a Maltese to wait upon 
ourselves, who was, as you will easily imagine, quite ready enough to take 
precautions. I also caused all the clothes and bedding, when changed, and 
every thing, indeed, which came from the sick man’s room, to be immediately 
plunged into water charged with chlorine gas. After his death 1 had all his 
bedding and clothes, even those in drawers and boxes in his room, destroyed by 
fire. I afterwards filled the room with chlorine gas, and allowed it to remain 
so shut up for some time. 1 repeated the same process afterwards. 1 then 
made the Arabs thoroughly whitewash the room with lime and water. During 
the whole of his illness the most perfect ventilation was enforced, and the 
room twice washed out with chloride of lime and water. 

You will be aware that many of these measures must have been adopted, 
more from respect to public prejudice than any thing else; but they have 
availed us nothing. 


Colonel Barnett obtained permission for Dr. Laidlaw to attend this Lady. 
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I reported the case at the Consulate, as soon as I saw that death was 
inevitable, and the Sanatory officers were soon upon us. We were shut up 
immediately, and, notwithstanding our repeated demands for some written 
authority, we could get none. The Board of Health would give none. The 
Consul said he did not order it, but would not interfere to prevent it, and if 
we broke the guard we must take the consequences. We had no alternative 
but to submit; and so after stopping till the evening of the 16th in order to 
superintend the expurgation of the poor fellow’s room, we allowed ourselves 
to be marched off to a house at Com-el-deeeh, where we were washed, and 
fresh clothes provided for us by Hawkridge, put on; and here we are, at 
present, to remain during the sovereign will and pleasure of Messrs. Henricy, 
Pastie, Harris, Bash-Aga, and Co. 

Moreover, it has been required that Fraser should admit into his house 
the health officers to expurgate it, and they are good enough to say our 
servants may superintend. All our papers, books, linen, and, indeed, every¬ 
thing susceptible, as it is called, are to be opened, and aired and fumigated for 
thirty days,—a very reasonable request truly,-when we are prepared to depose on 
oath that the sick man never had any communication with any of them after he 
was taken ill. To submit to this, Fraser flatly refuses ; and we are told if he 
does not submit the house will be shut up for ever. A large sum of money 
is also locked up in his chest, which he cannot get at. 

I have protested verbally to Stoddart most strongly against being shut 
up at all, as it is a thing quite unheard of in any civilized country, to shut 
up a medical man under any circumstances; he says he cannot help it, and 
which is the only answer I can get. 

Public opinion, of course, is quite against us, and all sorts of lies are in 
circulation against us, so you must not believe all that may reach you by other 
channels. We appear to be considered as a couple of rabid animals, whom it 
would be quite justifiable to knock on the bead. Scarcely any one comes near 
us, or ever sends to ask after us. Mr. Hawkridge is quite a hero in these 
affairs, and as afforded us much assistance. Mr. Galloway is confined to his 
bed or he would assist us. 

It is now seven days since we buried the poor fellow, and we are up to the 
present all well. Our family consisted of three Arab servants, and a Maltese 
cook ; Fraser, Brook, and myself. 

It appears,—at least by rumour, for we are shut up quite unheard,—that the 
Consulate instructions are, to conform, on all matters of quarantine, with the 
regulations of the Constantinople Board, and if so, they have, by some strange 
jumble, connected the right of imposing quarantine upon vessels from loreign 
ports with the far different one of shutting up the houses of private individuals. 

I think this is a question of the greatest importance to all of us here, as if 
this right is once admitted, we can easily see to what extent it is likely to be 
pushed. A case of plague has occurred almost every year in some English house, 
but they have not hitherto been made public: but if they recur 1 understand I 
shall be obliged to report them, and consequently this torment and vexation will 
be constantly repeated. 1 hope you will get Dr. Bowring, Mr. Briggs, and some 
other persons who understand the question, to join you in getting the question 
set at rest as to the legality, or not, of this proceeding. 

My own opinion as to what ought to have been done in this case, by the 
Consul, is this: I think when I reported the case to the Consul he should have 
written to the Board of Health to inform them of it, and telling them at the same 
time, that he should give strict orders to the medical officer of the Consulate, to 
take all the necessary steps for an efficient expurgation. 

He should then have written me au official letter, desiring me to adopt the 
necessary measures, and holding me responsible for any neglect which might 
facilitate the spreading of the disease. When I had done so, 1 should have 
reported to him, and he could hand it to the Board of Health, and inform them 
he had admitted the premises to pratique. 

There is another point, also, which it is necessary to keep in mind, in bring¬ 
ing forward the gross injustice of these proceedings ; I allude to the possible 
deprivation of all effective medical aid to persons who may be ill at the time. 
This had nearly happened on the present occasion, and the mere accident of a 
medical man being on his way to Syria, alone saved a life which must otherwise 
have been inevitably lost. 1 allude to the case of the wife of Mahomed Bey, who 
was in the last month of her pregnancy ; I had been carefully watching her for 
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some time, being certain, from the hemorrhage and other symptoms, that the I 

placenta was situated over the os uteri, and waiting only the occasion of the cir¬ 
cumstances becoming more urgent, to dilate the os uteri, and deliver at once. | 

Two or three days after I was shut up, the symptoms were very alarming, and I 
requested the surgeon of the “ Cyclops,” which is here, to give her his assistance, 
but he told me he did not know what to do, as he, and his assistant, had no \ 

experience, and he candidly said he should have the putting of her to death. \ 

The case became more urgent, and I was thinking of going at all risks, when I 
recollected this Dr. Kerns, and I wrote him a note, telling him what I intended 
to have done, and begging him to use a little energy, and save the woman. To 
my great relief, he took the case out of the hands of the others, who were just • 

looking on and doing nothing; dilated the os uteri , turned the child, and deli- ) 

vered at once, and saved the patient. This was done at night, and he sailed next 1 

day for Syria. Was not this what people call providential ? If he had not been ; 

here, five children would have been motherless in a few hours. * 

Our servants, whom we have left behind in the house, are, we are told, to s 

have a very long quarantine ; how this is decided, or upon what rule, I am utterly j 

ignorant. It seems odd, that if we are to be let out, if we do not catch the i 

plague in a shorter period, that they who have been exposed to the concentration j 

of the supposed virus should not have the same privileges. However, I am 
heartily sick of recording, or writing, about all the absurd follies and vexations of • 

the stupid tyrannical blockheads, and will therefore say no more on the subject. : 

Pray give me your advice as to what course I should adopt. I have even 
thought of going to London, and making a noise about it, but am under too 
much excitement at present to decide upon anything. 1 

I am &c., 

(Signed) JAMES LA1DLAW. 

P.S., June 20.—Since writing the above, it has occurred to me to send you 
a copy of the inclosed memorandum, which I have drawn up to show the extent 
of the precautions adopted, and consequently how unjustifiable is our imprison¬ 
ment. You had better get some copies made; and let Mr. Briggs have one, 
and also Dr. Bowring. If also you could see Sir Joseph Lallan, and get him to 
make a stir in the affair, it might do much good. 

Stoddart says, they insist upon opening out all our papers, books, and 
susceptible articles, and airing and fumigating them for a month: this includes 
of course the books and papers of the office. My instruments will be all spoiled, 
if exposed to the air in this climate. 

Rumour says that Fraser and I am to get pratique on the 25th, if we 
behave ourselves properly. They wanted at first to remove me by myself to the 
lazaretto for seven days; but I peremptorily refused to put myself in their 
power—I was determined to be bayonetted first. 

The shutting-up of medical men is directly contrary to English law, there 
being a special proviso in the quarantine regulations to that effect. 

Do me the favour to tell Mr. Briggs and Dr Bowring, that I do not write 
to them, as from the excitement, I hardly know what I am about, and I have 
told the chief particulars in the present, so that others would be needless repe¬ 
tition ; but I hope they will adopt some measures to prevent a repetition of 
these outrages. I am not excited, however, by any personal apprehension, as 
you will doubtlessly give me credit for; but independent of the quarantine, I 
have been neglected, and not supported by a great many who are under manv 
professional obligations to me. You will excuse the slovenly style of my letter, 
from the circumstances. 


(2.) Memorandum of a case of Plague occurring in the house of Mr. George 

Fraser, merchant . 

Alexandria, June 18, 1842. 
Mr. JOHN BROOK, clerk to Mr. Fraser, was taken suddenly ill on the 
evening of the 9th of June, 1842, having been to all appearance, during the day, 


in the enjoyment of the most robust health, he stated that he considered his 
illness as the commencement of a new attack of fever to which he was frequently 
liable, he went to bed immediately and took some medicine. On the morning of 
10th he appeared seriously ill, and as the fever had increased to an alarming 
extent and might ultimately turn out to be typhus, plague, or other malignant 
disease, it was judged prudent and necessary to separate him from communication, 
direct or indirect, with the other members of the family. For this purpose he 
was placed under the charge of two Arab servants who were not allowed to 
communicate with the other parts of the house, and the other servants were 
prevented from going into or removing anything from his chamber. Every 
article of apparel which he changed, and his bed clothes when changed, were 
immediately plunged into water charged with chlorine gas, the room was washed 
with chloride of lime, in water, and the strictest and most perfect ventilation 
enforced. 

The patient appeared to be better during the latter part of the 10th, 
and it was hoped the disease was but about to assume a more favourable 
character. 

On the morning of the 11th the suspicion as to the disease beins: plague 
was increased, and in the course of the day it was no longer a matter of doubt. 
The patient passed a restless night, and on the morning of the 12th petechise 
appeared on the face, and he died about noon. 

The most energetic measures were adopted as immediately as possible, to 
prevent any communication of the disease ;—the servants were made to change 
and wash their clothes;—the bedding, sheets and wearing apparel of the deceased 
were buried; and every thing which had been in contact with him from the 
commencement of his illness destroyed by the same means. The room was 
the filled with chlorine gas, and this process was repeated on the following day; 
the room was afterwards whitewashed with lime and water. The expurgation 
w r as carried to the extent of destroying all his clothes which were in drawers or 
boxes. 

Having personally superintended the above effective expurgation, the 
undersigned left the house on the evening of the 14th June. 

(Signed) JAMES LAID LAW, Surgeon. 
G. FRASER. 


(3). Mr. G. Fraser to Mr Briggs. 

My dear Sir, Alexandria, June 20, 1842. 

I HOPE you will excuse me for troubling you with my affairs; but as they 
involve general principles, which may be made applicable to others in Alexan¬ 
dria, I deem that they cannot be indifferent to you who have always shown me 
so much kindness. 

Your acquaintance with Egypt and the Levant will enable you to under¬ 
stand the subject, without my going into lengthy details. The simple facts are 
these:—My assistant, Mr J. D. Brook, was taken ill on Thursday evening, the 
9th instant, and died of plague on Sunday the 12th, inst. about noon. The parti¬ 
culars are detailed in a memorandum, sent by Mr. Laidlaw to Mr. Thurburn. 
Mr. Laidlaw was living with me. We practised no concealment; and after the 
disease was developed, I warned any persons who called at the office. To this mo¬ 
ment there is no evidence of Mr.Brook’s death, but our own admission. Scarcely 
was the poor fellow dead, when we were assailed by the Sanit.\, and other indi¬ 
viduals, who never thought of condoling with us about our loss (with two or 
three exceptions), but only about seclusion, fumigation, &c. Mr. Consul 
Stoddart behaved very well, and took a great deal of trouble, but refused to act 
officially. No written document was shown to us. The Bash Aga was the 
only ostensible Official. We w r ere told that we were to be separated from books, 
papers, &c. for thirty-one days, while the Sanit;\ smoked and aired them, and 
tumbled the office topsy-turvy. The office is a room in the house. 

As no official notice had ever been given, that we were to be subject to the 
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orders of this Sanity or Board of Health, and the last official notice of it was a 
disavowal by Colonel Hodges, I demanded an order from the Consulate not to 
llow any Turkish authority under any name to enter my house, and their under¬ 
lings to take their pleasure with property under my charge. I considered that the 
capitulations would be violated under the cloak of Sanitit, and that the right 
once admitted, would be carried to an indefinite extent 

I refused to acknowledge the authority of the Sanita in any. I entreated 
Mr Moddart to give me an order to submit to the Sanitit, or to do anything he 
might point out, tendering my prompt obedience to any order of the Bril ish 
Consulate which was the only authority I could recognise in Egypt, as a 
province of Turkey. Mr. Stoddart declined interfering, either to sanction or 
oppose the Sanita; saying that such were his orders from his superior, and 
that ns hands were tied. I could not get any writing from the Consulate; nor 
did the persons who came as officers of the Sanity produce anv writing to show 

i . ,L Wr H pOW b ? their own board - Guards were placed at the door. 
I asked Mr. Stoddart it he would oppose my exit from the house. He said he 

SayinS ' “ M “ d thC5 ’ d ° n,t 
but ti;S^K:!™.' as “ inst Turkish au,h0 ‘- ity ' “ der * 

1 understand the Consul-General wished to avoid responsibility by not 
interfering; hence I have not got a line in writing. Should the Foreign Office 
call tor the correspondence, there will be nothing to show. Allusion was made 
to instructions; but these have not been made known to the public ; and it will 
e a novel principle in English practice to subject merchants to the effects of 
secret instructions, at the discretion of the Consul-General. 

1 , pat m > rsel ! under Mr ; Laidlaw’s orders to do what was needful, and 
prevent the spread or even existence of contagion or infection in mv house ; and 
tor our own convenience, we removed to Hour-el-Dikka, where we expert to 
have pratique m a few days; that is, I shall be at liberty in the streets of Alex- 
andria deprived of everything, unless I choose to be loeked-up, or rather 
blockaded in my own house. Should the present course be persevered in, I see 
no alteration but going into a state of siege I will n. t acknowledge the right 
rpati n ,it n f t n Slut Up an En S llsh merchant; and I hold the Consulate 
other b e ° r U Conse( l uences > bec ause it would not interfere one way or the 

I am told that I shall be shut up (that is, the house and office) till doomsday, 
if I do not submit to the Sanita and its regulations. 1 see nothing for it, but 
to go back to my house to put some matters of business in train, and to offer a 
passive resistance, until an order from the Foreign Office affords me a release 
from such an outrage with capitulations. 

Ihe thorough expurgation of the house was effected under Mr. Laidlaw’s 
directions, as detailed in the memorandum sent to Mr. Thurburn, and I have no 
hesitation in going back to my old quarters. 

occuffied T ““'“S to . Hour ' cl Dikka to the house formerly 

! . by ,. r * liend - ]t was . ve ‘7 inconvenient to Laidlaw to be long 
i i ill ’ an y eaving everything behind and clothing ourselves in such 
Sn p 1 as sorne b ; iends s . u PPhed we made a spoglio and hope to escape 

tTe r mvn da r S ’ i f Sa I mta °PP osed our Proceeding, unless according to 
their own way. I would not by acceding to their demands admit their right, and 
gave my word of honour to Mr. Stoddart, that if he gave me a Janissarv 1 should 
avoid compromising any person. The Janissary was sent, and Mr. StoddarFs 
intimation to the Sanita modified their demands ; we proceeded at night unmo¬ 
lested but accompanied by an officer of the Sanita and three guardiaiios, two of 
whom were to remain in charge of the house at IIour-el-Dikka, and the other to 
return with Laidlaw s servant. We have been most kindly attended to by 
Mr. and Mrs. Allen, who occupy the lower part of the house. Some of our 
friends visit us, among them Mr. Peel who proceeds to England by the “ Great 
Liverpool, and whom 1 have requested to call at your office when he reaches 

Q We are t0 S, li f bl ® f° be com P r °mised in this city to leave the question of 
the SanitA unsettled. Not a year passes but an accident happens in an English 
house, though generally concealed; but our Consul-General seems to think they 
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ought to be reported to the Consulate. At all events, in the present instance, 
he is reported to have said that the case might have been reported earlier 1 

The whole affair renders itself into a few general questions, of much import¬ 
ance to all parties engaged in the commerce of the Levant, and not without 
importance to travellers in Egypt. 

First. V hetlier the capitulations can be invaded with impunity by the 
Turkish authorities under the name of Sanitd, or any other subterfuge, as in 
that case the liberty of the subject in Turkey will be at the mercy of any 
wretches who may be acting under a Board of Health, not constituted as in 
Constantinople with an infusion of Consular co-operation, but composed of 
persons nominated by Boghos Bey and perfectly irresponsible, not even attaching 
their names to the orders they concoct at their board. 

Second. That the right of exercising the power of this Sanita upon English¬ 
men being once admitted would extend to travellers, in fact there would be no 
bounds to its extension unless checked by a direct interference of the Consulate. 

Third. Whether the Consular protection to a British-born subject who has 
not committed a crime, and does not offer resistance to the authority of the 
British Consulate, be imperative on Consuls and~Consuls-General, or optional 
with the Consul-General at his own discretion. 

Fourth. Whether a merchant’s premises are to be shut up, and he to be 
deprived of his books and papers for a month at the discretion of an irrespon¬ 
sible board, itself composed of merchants with the chief of the Turkish police. 

Fifth As there is reference to instructions not communicated to the public, 
on matters greatly affecting the personal liberty and commercial interests of 
persons residing in Egypt,—whether merchants are to be exposed to the opera¬ 
tions of secret instructions in the hands of the Consul-General. 

You will see at a glance that my case has brought on a trial of the right of 
the Sanita, which has since Colonel Hodges’ time been doubted. 

I have no idea of coming to a compromise or in any way admitting the authority 
of this Sanita, which I hold in sovereign contempt; there is not a person in it 
acquainted with the branches of knowledge bearing upon the question of con¬ 
tagion, and their chief medical officer is an ignorant empiric. 

It is too soon to make a solemn protest. I can only say that I intend to 
stand out until Her Majesty’s Consulate orders me to submit. Meantime I 
trust to your taking such steps as will ensure my liberation, without submitting 
to the Sanita or paying their fees—which last part of the business has always 
appeared to me the moving power of the concern. 

A complete floorer to the Sanita and one that would of itself prevent their 
meddling with British subjects, would be an order from England not to pay the 
fees; and if I should have been compelled by a decree of the Consulate to pay 
them, that the Consulate be ordered to repay them. The Sanitfi has never been 
publicly acknowledged by the Consulate, and we are exempt by the capitulations 
from all local exactions. 

We are all well except my Maltese servant who I am told is delirious, but 
he has been ill for months, subject to attacks of intermitting fever. 

I desire, &c., 

(Signed) G. FRASER. 


No. 3. 

Mr. J. W. Fraser to Mr. Addington . 

Sir, London , July 13, 1842. 

HAVING received advices from my brother, Mr. George Fraser, ^ 

Alexandria, complaining of the treatment he and Dr. Laidlaw have received, 
in consequence of a Mr. Brook having died in my brother’s house of the 
plague, though Mr. George Fraser conformed to the regulations required, by 
going into voluntary quarantine in an uninhabited house, having ordered his own 
to be purified, furniture burnt, &c. And as the “ Sanita” having acted towards 
my brother in these proceedings without the sanction of the Consulate, and at 
the same time when Mr. George Fraser applied to the Consul-Genelal for protec¬ 
tion, the latter declined to interfere. 
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Our friend abroad, as well as ourselves at home (Manchester), are 
exceedingly anxious “ that instructions should be sent from the Foreign Office 
to Her Majesty’s Agent in (Alexandria) Egypt, to afford Mr. George Fraser 
every protection in their power.” 

One of the reasons for requesting the above favour is the fear expressed 
in one of my letters, that from the non-interference of the English Authorities 
that my brother may be molested and made a victim of by Pasha’s people, to 
satisfy pique and party purposes. 

In the hope there may be a notification in Mr. George Fraser’s favour, 
as early as possible, to the Consul-General at Alexandria, 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. W. FRASER. 


No. 4. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. J. W. Fraser. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 16, 1842. 

I HAVE received, and laid before Lord Aberdeen your letter of the 13th 
instant, relative to the treatment which your brother and Dr. Laidlaw had expe¬ 
rienced from the sanitary officers at Alexandria, in consequence of Mr. Brook 
having died of the plague in your brother’s house ; in which letter you seem to 
consider Her Majesty’s Consul-General as having been rather lax in extending the 
expected degree of protection to those gentlemen; and you express a wish that 
instructions should be sent from the Foreign Office to Her Majesty’s agents in 
Egypt, to afford Mr. George Fraser every protection in their power. 

Dr. Bowring had already put into my hands two letters which he had 
received on the same subject from Mr. G. Fraser and Dr. Laidlaw. 

I am directed by Lord Abeideen, to inform you in reply, that although his 
Lordship much regrets the serious inconvenience to which Mr. Fraser and Dr. 
Laidlaw have been put by the proceedings of the sanitary authorities of Alexan¬ 
dria, nevertheless, after giving the fullest consideration to this case he is unable 
to perceive in it any ground for inculpating Her Majesty’s Consul-General, or 
Consul, at Alexandria. Nor is his Lordship of opinion, that there is any thing in 
the capitulations with the Turkish Empire, with reference to the rights of British 
subjects within the Turkish dominions, which would have justified them in pur¬ 
suing a different course. 

Nevertheless, the compulsory abstraction of a physician from the service of 
the population of a city in which the plague is ragine, appeals to Lord Aberdeen 
to be so directly opposed to the interests of the inhabitants, as well as to every 
principle of humanity and sound policy, that his Lordship will rot fail to instruct 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Alexandria, to use his best endeavours to pro¬ 
cure the suppression of so injurious a regulation. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 5. 

Mr. J. W. Fraser to Mr. Addington.—(Received July 21.) 

Sir, Manchester, July 20, 1842. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your valued communi¬ 
cation of the 16th instant, which absence from home has prevented me, earlier, 
having the opportunity of doing, and to thank you, most gratefully, for the kind 
cons'deration and prompt attention that has been paid for the protection of my 
brother’s interests in Egypt, and also for the polite attention to myself, wdien 
making personal application at the Foreign Office. 

I think it only fair to state, as my own private opinion, that I quite concur 
in the conclusions you have drawn lrom the various statements from Alexandria. 

1 have, &c\, 

(Signed) J. W. FRASER. 


" AH 
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No. 6. 

Messrs. Nicol, Duckworth and Co., to the Earl of Aberdeen. •^(Received July 25.) 

My Lord, Liverpool, July 23, 1842. 

THE two last mails from Alexandria have brought us intelligence of an 
occurrence there, deeply affecting the interests of the commercial firm of Fraser 
and Co., with which we are connected, as partners ; and we respectfully solicit 
your Lordship’s attention to the facts of the case, as narrated in the inclosed 
extracts of letters from Mr. George Fraser, the resident partner in Alexandria, 
and which we briefly recapitulate. 

Mr. John Duckworth Brook, a young Englishman, an assistant and resident 
in the house of Fraser and Co., was seized with plague, and died, after three 
days’ illness, on the 12th ult. The case was reported to the Consulate ; and, 
immediately afterwards, the officers of the Turkish Board of Health, or Sanita, 
arrived at the house, and placed guards there, announcing that all books, papers, 
money, and other effects, must be given up to them, for the purpose of fumi¬ 
gation and exposure to the air, and that the inmates could have no access to 
them, nor be permitted to leave the premises during thirty-one days to come. 
These parties brought no order, or other authority, from the British Consul or 
Consul-General, as required by the capitulations ; and those officers, on the ap¬ 
plication of Mr. Fraser, refused either to sanction or oppose the act of the Sanita. 
Our partner was, therefore, left to his fate by the British authorities, whose 
duty we humbly conceive it to have been, to have afforded him that protection 
to which all British subjects are entitled when assailed by the officers of foreign 
States wherein they may reside. 

It is notorious that the persons employed by the Sanita in Egypt are of a 
class with w horn it would not be safe to entrust any valuable property; and as 
they came unsanctioned by the constituted authorities to Mr. Fraser’s house, 
where a considerable sum in specie was deposited at the time, he felt it to be his 
duty to take such steps as he best could for his own protection, even at the risk 
of resisting the officers of the Sanita. Dr. Laidlaw, the medical officer of the 
Consulate, was residing with him when the event took place, and was, conse¬ 
quently, placed under the same restraint as himself. Under his directions, the 
bedding, clothes, papers, and all susceptible articles belonging to Mr. Brook, 
were burnt in the yard outside of the house; the rooms were disinfected by 
washing with chloride of lime, and fumigated with chlorine gas, being the mea¬ 
sures usually considered efficacious by English medical men; and after taking 
every precaution that Dr. Laidlaw could suggest, Mr. Fraser and he left the 
house, and took possession of an unoccupied residence at some distance, where 
they remained in voluntary quarantine (wearing borrowed apparel), until the 
25th ult., when the Doctor, considering that sufficient purification had been un¬ 
dergone, sanctioned their removal to the public hotel, where they were residing 
at the date of the last advices. 

The guards of the SanitA still retained possession of the house and effects, to 
which Mr. Fraser might have ingress but no egress, and his business was in 
consequence entirely put a stop to, at a season when important orders for grain 
had been transmitted to him for execution. Money orders and letters of 
credit upon the firm could not be honoured, and a considerable sum in specie 
remained entirely at the mercy of Turkish guards of an inferior class. 

We trust your Lordship will forgive this trespass upon your time, in 
consideration of the urgency of the case, and the severe damage to which our 
interests are exposed. 

We pray for that protection and redress from Her Majesty’s Government 
which have been refused by the Consular Authorities in Alexandria; and in 
the hope that your Lordship will give it your early attention, 

We remain, &c., 

(Signed) NICOL, DUCKWORTH and CO. 
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Inclosure 1 in No. 6. 

t 

Mr. George Fraser to Messrs. Nicol, Duckworth and Co. 

(Extract.) Alexandria , June 16, 18-12. 

IT is my painful duty to inform you of the rather sudden demise of Mr. 
J. D. Brook, who, you are aware, was my assistant in business. This event 
took place on Sunday last, 12th instant. 

The symptoms of plague were apparent on Saturday, but on Sunday there was 
no doubt of its being a virulent case of plague. The case was reported to the Con¬ 
sulate, and we soon had the Sanhii, or Board of Health, a Turkish authority, not 
sanctioned by any admission on the part of the Consulate. They placed guards at 
the door of the house, and talk of thirty-one days’ quarantine, during which time 
they are to turn the house upside down, tumble, and air, and fumigate all the boohs 
and papers in the office, while l am to be separated from these things, and perform a 
separate quarantine. I paid no attention to these Turkish authorities, as they 
did not bring an order from the Consulate; and by the capitulations (the 
Treaties with Turkey) no Turkish authority can interfere with British subjects, 
without the presence and consent of the British Consul. The Consul Stoddart 
said he was restrained by a higher power from either sanctioning or opposing the 
Sanita. 

Dr. Laidlaw, the medical officer to the Consulate, was living with me; and, 
under his directions, I have taken the necessary precautions to destroy infection. 
The bedding, clothes, papers, and all susceptible articles of Brook, were burnt 
outside in the yard. The rooms were disinfected by washing with chloride of 
lime, white-washing the apartments, and disinfecting the air of the rooms by 
chlorine gas, being the only measures considered efficacious in England. 

Out of deference to the fears of our neighbours, and to divide the risks 
(as there were four attendants in the house), the doctor and I have taken 
possession of an unoccupied house, about three-quarters of a mile off our own, 
situated in old Alexandria, where we perform quarantine. The Sanita have 
possession of the books, papers, &c. for thirty-one days, to fumigate all which effect¬ 
ually stops business. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 6. 

Mr. George Fraser to Messrs. Nicol, Duckworth, and Co. 

(Extract.) Alexandria, June 19, 1842. 

THE writer is unfortunately in quarantine, in consequence of his assistant 
having died of the plague, on the 12th instant, in our house, the office being a 
room in the house. The Board of Health, called the Sanita, is a Turkish power, 
and take the liberty of shutting up people in their house. On this occasion, 
they ordered thirty-one days of quarantine on the premises, during which time all 
books and papers were to be smoked, aired, and tumbled about, by the under¬ 
lings of the Sanita. We ourselves being separated from access to books and 
papers during this period. This shutting-up of a merchant’s business is rather 
a serious affair. The malady of the plague is bad enough, but the consequences 
are w’orse. By the capitulations (or Treaty with Turkey) we are exempt from 
the operation of local authorities, except by consent, and in the presence of our 
Consul. The Sanitk is a local authority, and we demanded an order from the 
British Consulate. T he Consul said he could not interfere, either to sanction or 
to oppose the Sanita, and left it to ourselves. We resisted the entrance into our 
premises of any Turkish authority, under any name ; but as we were blockaded 
by guards, in order to obtain liberty to see what could afterwards be done, Mr. 
Laidlaw (the medical officer attached to the Consulate), who was living with me, 
thought it best to remove our two selves to a separate house, and obtain pratique 
in ten days or so. As for the office, books, and papers, they are in statu quo; 
and we fancy we must just go back to be blockaded with them, until an order 
from England releases us. 

There are very important questions in this, the first case where the Sanitit 
has had to try its power on a British merchant. 


II 


First, whether the capitulations can be invaded, under the cloak of internal 
quarantine—quarantine for ships is quite another thing—for then the liberty of 
the subject in Turkey is at the mercy of any wretches attached to a Board of 
Health. 

Second. That the right once established by our submission would be carried 
into effect, even upon travellers ; and should a hotel have a case of plague, or be 
suspected, or be “ compromised,” (that is, having touched somebody or some¬ 
thing) it would be blockaded. This happened with the Hotel D’Orientin 1840, 
but at a time when there were only two or three guests. It might happen to a 
large party for India, or returning from India ; and will be extended to Cairo 
and Suez. 

Third. Whether the protection of the British Consulate be imperative, or 
at the option of the Consul-General, for bona fide British subjects, who have 
committed no offence, and who tender their submission to the orders of the 
Consulate. 

We entreated repeatedly to have orders from the Consulate, and tendered 
our ready submission to any that might be issued; but the Consul would not 
give any orders. We said that should submit to the Sanitit, if he ordered us; 
but he would not. We claimed the protection of the Consulate against any 
Turkish authority; but he said he could not interfere, either to sanction or 
oppose the Sanita, as his hands were tied by his superior. 

The Consul took a good deal of trouble, not in his official capacity; and 
the Sanita was afraid to push their assumed power upon us. Hitherto our 
house has not been invaded. 

Allusion was made in conversation to the Consul-General having instruc¬ 
tions to observe the regulations of the Sanitk; but the last official communica¬ 
tion was by Colonel Hodges, who disregarded the whole affair, knowing how it 
was got up : and he intimated his determination to Boghos Bey. Now if we 
are to be liable to Turkish local authorities, we ought to have been informed of 
it. It is not usual to govern merchants by recent instructions, involving 
personal liberty and interruption of business. 

We hope the East India and China Association will take the matter up on 
public grounds. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 6. 

Mr. George Fraser to Messrs. Nicol, Duckworth, and Co. 

(Extract.) Alexandria, June 26, 1842. 

THE writer came out of quarantine yesterday, but guards are still upon his 
house and office; they will allow entrance, but no exit; consequently we are 
debarred the use of our books, papers, clothes, &c. &c. Were we to assent to 
any proposition of the Board of Health, it would be an admission of their 
right 

The whole affair is in a small compass. It is not a question of more or less 
inconvenience to ourselves, by the regulations of the Board, but the right of a 
Turkish authority, under that name, or any other, being allowed, without the 
sanction of the British Consul, to meddle with the persons and property of Bri¬ 
tish merchants. We are specially protected from Turkish officials, and from all 
local evactions (the board levies’ fees) by the capitulations. It does seem strange 
to us, that our Consul-General should look on so coolly at a breach of the capi¬ 
tulations. Should this board not be checked by the home authorities, the passen¬ 
gers through Egypt will run some risk, as the board is its own judge (by one ol’ 
its underlings) of who are. or are not, “ compromised,”—a word only fully 
understood in the Levant. All “ compromised” persons are liable to be shut up, 
to perforin a quarantine. 

The writer hopes you will excuse his troubling you to bring this point to the 
notice of the India and China Association, in order to address the Foreign Secre¬ 
tary. Mr. Briggs, who is interested in the matter, would have taken it up, but 
we have just learned, by a vessel in nine days from Marseilles, that his house, in 
London, has suspended payment, which has cast a gloom over us; the members 
of the firm being so well known in Alexandria. 
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No. 7. 

Mr. Addington to Sir William Pym. 

Sir ’ Foreign Office, July 20, 1842. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to request that you will inform his 
.Lordship, 

at j- lst ' Whether , in Great Britain, or any of the British dependencies in the 
Mediterranean, or elsewhere abroad, a house in which a patient had died of the 
plague, would be subjected to any quarantine, and whether the effects and 
lurmture in such house would be subjected to fumigation or any other process 
of purification ? 1 

2ndly. Whether the inmates of such house, or lodgers in it, would be 
subjected to a quarantine ? 

3rdly. Whether such inmates or lodgers would be equally subjected to a 
quarantine, if of the medical profession, and in the practice of medical duties ? 

4thly. Whether certain precautions, and what precautions, are required 
from physicians in attendance upon persons sick of the plague ; and whether in 
default of attending to the required precautions, such physicians are liable’ to 

liberty 1 ? m qUarantine ’ or to be in ati y otlier wa Y restricted in their personal 

I have, &.c., 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 8. 

Sir IFilliam Pym to Mr. Addington. 

Council Office, July 22, 1842. 

IN acknowledging the receipt of your letter of the 20th instant, I have the 
honour to state, for the information ol Lord Aberdeen, in reply to the first 
question:— 1 v 

That at the Island of Malta, or in the Ionian Islands, any house would be 
subjected to quarantine, in which a patient had died ot plague, and all furnitu.e 
and ellects would be exposed to purification. 

To the second question, 1 beg to state that all the inmates, or lodgers in 
the house, would be subjected to quarantine. 

In reply to the third. question :—All inmates, or lodgers, resident in the 
house, whether of the medical profession, or not, would be equally subiected to 
quarantine. 1 J J 

In reply to the fourth question. I may state, that the precaution necessary 
for a medical man to attend to in visiting a plague patient, is not to communi¬ 
cate by contact; it he does communicate in this wav, he is placed under the 
same restraint of quarantine as any other individual. When the plague prevailed 
in the British army, in hgypt, all cases ot this disease were sent to a particular 
hospital, and the medical men appointed to attend them, were kept in close 

t^ l ye n arT813 he ^ ^ th ® CaSe in Malta ’ when the P^gue prevailed there in 

I have, &,c., 

(Signed) W. PYM, 
Superintendant- General of Quarantine. 


No. 9. 

Mr. Addington to Messrs. Nicol, Duclavorth and Co. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, July 28, 1842. 

1 rJ? by tbe Earl of Aberdeen to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the -3rd instant, together with its inclosures, containing a representation 
on the subject of the treatment of Mr. Fraser by the sanitary authorities of 
Alexandria, and also by Her Majesty’s Consul-General at that place ; and I am 
to inform you, that Lord Aberdeen had already received a similar representation, 
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some time since, from Mr. Fraser’s brother, Mr. J. W. Fraser, of Manchester; 
and had made such a reply to that gentleman, and taken such further steps on 
the subject, as the case appeared to him to demand. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 10. 

The Earl of Aberdeen to Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett. 

Sir, Foreign Office, July 30, 1842. 

I HAVE had under my consideration the letter which you addressed on 
the 17th instant to Mr. Bidwell, relative to the quarantine to which Mr. Fraser 
and Dr. Laidlaw had been subjected by the health officers at Alexandria, in 
consequence of Mr. Brook having died of plague in the house of Mr. Fraser, in 
which Dr. Laidlaw also lodged. 

I have also taken cognizance of two letters on the same subject written by 
Mr. Fraser and Dr. Laidlaw, and communicated to this department by Dr. 
Bowring; as well as of a letter addressed to Mr. Addington by Mr. J. W. Fraser 
Of these letters copies are herewith inclosed. 

Having given due consideration to the subject of this correspondence, I am 
of opinion that your proceedings in this matter have been perfectly correct: and 
that there is nothing in the capitulations with the Ottoman empire, with refer¬ 
ence to the rights of British subjects within the Turkish dominions, which 
would have justified you in pursuing a different course. 

If any undue rigour should be exercised against Messrs. Fraser and Laidlaw 
by the Sanitary authorities of Alexandria, you will of course interpose to protect 
those gentlemen. But such interposition you will be careful to keep within the 
bounds traced out by the sanitary laws and regulations of the country. 

You will also exert yourself to secure to Dr. Laidlaw and other English medical 
practitioners in Alexandria, as much freedom of action in the pursuit of their 
piofessional duties, in times ot plague, as may be consistent with the regulations 
in loi ce for the prevention of contagion. 

I wish you, however, to make known to Dr. Laidlaw the disapprobation 
with which I have seen the indirect mode in which he, the surgeon to the 
Consulate, and receiving as such, a yearly salary from Her Majesty’s Government, 
has thought proper to prefer his complaint against the Consul-General in this 
case. 

It was his duty to have addressed that complaint direct to this department, 
which, had it been well founded, would have afforded him redress. 

Moreover, Dr. Laidlaw must be conscious that by neglecting, as he seems 
to have done in this case, the observance of the precautions required by the 
sanitary regulations of Egypt, from a physician in attendance on a person affected 
with plague, he necessarily subjected himself to be placed in quarantine. The 
fact also ol his lodging in a house in which a person had died of plague, 
subjected him to the same restriction on his liberty. 

Had the same case occurred in any of the British dependencies in the 
Mediterranean I have reason to believe that the treatment would have been 
precisely similar ; nor would the person thus treated have had any remedy, nor 
any just ground of complaint. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) ABERDEEN 


No. 11. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received August 6.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, July 18, 1842. 

MR. FRASER, an English merchant of Alexandria, in whose house a 
young man, his clerk, died of the plague on the 12th of June last, haying 
appealed to me for protection against what he is pleased to term “ a serious 
aggression on his rights and property as a British subject,” it becomes my duty 

E 
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to lay before your Lordship copies of Mr. Fraser’s letters to me, with my answers, 
and of the regulations of the Board of Health of this place, the enforcement of 
which, after the death of his clerk, forms the ground of Mr. Fraser’s complaint. 

In replying to Mr. Fraser’s first letter, I have not deemed it necessary to 
enter into a discussion of the several points which he has brought forward in 
proof of the grievance he has suffered, nor to refute the many mis-statements 
which his letter contains. 

I have confined myself to contradicting one assertion, which is totally at 
variance with the truth, and I have no hesitation in affirming, most distinctly, to 
, your Lordship, that every indulgence, consistent with a proper regard to the 

safety of the community at large, was allowed to Mr. Fraser. 

He was given the option of either retaining three rooms in his own house, 
after all the furniture of a susceptible nature had been removed from them, or of 
going to a house at Kom-el-Dikka, which was pointed out to Mr. Consul Stod- 
dart and myself by Dr. Laidlaw, there to perform spoglio, and eleven days’ qua¬ 
rantine, as provided by regulations of the Health Office, or of only performing 
seven days’ quarantine in the lazaretto. 

Mr. Fraser might still have occupied the three rooms in his own house, at 
the expiration of the term of his quarantine, had he allowed the officers of the 
health office to enter the house in the first instance, and submitted to the usual 
precautionary measures of disinfection being taken. 

His books would have been fumigated, and delivered over to him, and he 
would thereby have been subjected to as little inconvenience as, under the nature 
of the circumstances, was possible. 

Mr. Fraser, and Dr. Laidlaw, were accompanied to the house at Kom-el- 
Dikka, by a janissary of the Consulate; by one of the officers of the Health 
Office; and three guardianos without arms. They moved in the dusk of the even¬ 
ing, at their own request, to avoid exciting observation. 

While at Kom-el-Dikka, two guardians were stationed at the door of the 
house in which they resided. 

The blockade, bv Turkish soldiers, of which Mr. Fraser complains, was 
formed by two guardianos without arms. 

It is true that these men are Egyptian soldiers, selected to be constantly in 
attendance at the Health Office, and to perform the duties of guardianos. 

Mr. Fraser was informed verbally, and in writing, by Mr. Consul .Stoddart, 
that he sanctioned the proceedings of the Board of Health, but it appears to have 
been his object to make Her Majesty’s Consul responsible for the acts of the 
board, with a view to afterwards proceeding legally against that officer in an 
English court of law. 

It will be for your Lordship to determine whether, under the circumstances 
which I have detailed to your Lordship, Mr. Fraser was entitled to the protection 
which he claimed at my hands, or whether I have used a proper discretion in 
declining to interfere officially in the matter. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. C. BARNETT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 11. 

Mr. G. Fraser to Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett. 

Sir, Alexandria , July 9, 1842. 

I AM under the necessity of addressing you, for the purpose of desiring 
your protection and assistance as Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General, in 
consequence of a serious aggression upon my rights and property as a British 
merchant, and an impediment to my personal liberty, by an authority assuming 
to act as the agent of the Egyptian Government. 

My clerk, the late Mr. J. D. Brook, died in my house on the 12th June, 
and the nature of his complaint was duly reported to the Consulate; the after¬ 
noon of the same day my house was blockaded by Turkish soldiers, aud I 
found myself and my servants prisoners. 

Upon an interview with Mr. Stoddart, Her Britannic Majesty's Consul, 
which took place immediately afterwards I protested against this aggression by 
the local authorities, and demanded his interference to obtain my personal liberty 
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from Turkish imprisonment, at the same time professing my earnest anxiety to 
adopt every precaution which could satisfy the fears, or prejudices, of the com¬ 
munity with regard to contagion, and respectfully assuring him I would cheer¬ 
fully obey any instructions he might think proper to issue. 

Mr. Consul Stoddart in reply declined to interfere. 

Upon a subsequent interview with Mr. Consul Stoddart, upon the 14th 
June, I informed him that, in the absence of all instructions, I had placed myself 
under the direction of Dr. Laidlaw, and requested him to adopt every efficient 
made for expurgating the premises conformable with the general opinion of 
scientific men, and the usual prejudices of the Levant. That, for this purpose, 
Dr. Laidlaw had caused all the bedding, clothes, and susceptible furniture of the 
apartment, occupied by the deceased, to be destroyed by fire; that upon the two 
days following the death of Mr. Brook, the room was filled with chlorine gas, 
and allowed to remain so for a considerable period of time, and was subsequently 
thoroughly whitewashed with lime and water; that the clothes of the servants 
who attended upon the deceased were changed, and those worn by them during 
their attendance upon him soaked in water and well washed. 

Mr. Consul Stoddart still declined to interfere, saying he did not authorize 
the acts of the Board of Health, that he could not even enforce them nor punish 
resistance to them, but that he could not protect me against them. I requested 
Mr. Consul Stoddart to procure me an order in writing from the authorities by 
whom the Turkish soldiers were placed upon my premises, as to the conduct 
1 was required to observe or to give me his own direction, as to my conduct 
under the circumstances. This Mr. Consul Stoddart likewise declined. 

Subsequently, I found myself obliged to remove to another house at Kom- 
el-Dikka, being guarded by Turkish soldiers and in fact in custody. I was 
imprisoned and kept so lor eleven days, when the guards were withdrawn, and 
without any intimation from any person or authority whatever, Dr. Laidlaw and 
myself found ourselves at liberty. 

Upon returning to my house, in town, I found it still blockaded by Turkish 
soldiers, and an entire stop to any resumption of business, and which continues 
to the present date. My office, books, papers, and much valuable property, are 
shut up and suffering injury in consequence. My business, as a merchant, is at 
an end, and the interests of my correspondents and partners in England, seriously 
affected by this interruption, which appears to be indefinite. 

I received no communication from Pier British Majesty’s Consul, other than 
a verbal lecommcndation to allow the Board of Health to do its pleasure in my 
premises, and which he declines to specify in writing. It seems, in fact, to 
resume itself merely into this, that 1 am to deliver up my house to the possession 
of an authority for which he declines to make himself responsible—that it is to 
have possession and authority there for a period which he lias no power to limit, 
and that it is to have free liberty to do as it pleases with my books, papers, and 
other valuable property, and for which he declares he is not responsible, nor does 
he know who is responsible. 

I have now to demand the protection which is my right as a British subject, 
and call upon you,as exercising the highest authority under the British Crown, in 
this province ol Turkey, to protect me from further aggression and annoyance; and 
also, I have formally to require, that you will cause immediate measures to be 
adopted, to obtain for me such reasonable recompenceas 1 am entitled to, for the 
injury, loss of business, and inconvenience which 1 have already sustained. 

You will excuse my pointing out to you the importance of the present ques¬ 
tion: it is not a question of how far the Turkish authorities have a right to seize 
the properties and persons of British subjects, who have committed no crime, 
and inflict upon them grievous injury, and personal imprisonment for this ques¬ 
tion has been long ago settled by various Treaties with the Porte ; but it is a 
question of how far Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul is justified, and is responsible 
in allowing the interference of such power and authority, without solemnly pro¬ 
testing against the same, as a breach of those Treaties, and warning the authori¬ 
ties of the liability which they incur, for all loss and damage which may be 
sustained. 

In conclusion, I have only to observe how much I feel personally obliged 
by the attention and courtesy 1 have received from Mr. Consul Stoddart, 
throughout this affair. My opinion is, that he ought to have interfered, as Her 
Majesty’s representative, to prevent the present aggression upon my property 
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and nerson bv the Turkish authorities ; and I have to complain that he did not 
do so • but I must do him the justice to state, that I believe he acted neither 
upon ’the influence of the Egyptian Government, of public opinion, or of 
personal prejudice, but merely upon the total absence of all official instructions 

uPOH/requesfthat I may he furnished with a legalized copy of this letter through 
the Consulate, and I have the honour, &c. &c 

(Signed) G. FRASER. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 11. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett to Mr. G. Fraser. 

g| r Alexandria, July 11, 1842. 

IN reply to your letter of the 9th instant, I have only to repeat to you what 
I stated verbally in my conversation with you a few days ago, that the precau¬ 
tionary measures which you were required by the Board of Health to adopt, 
after the death of Mr. Brook, had the full sanction of Mr. consul Stoddart, 

and myself.^ ^ agsertion in y 0Ur letter, however, to which I feel it necessary 
to give a most distinct contradiction. 

You state that you “ found yourself obliged to remove to another house 

at Kom-el-Dikka ” . i • i • u 

I am prepared to prove that the house at Kom-el-Dikka, in which you 

performed your quarantine, was chosen for that purpose, at the express request 

of Dr. Laidlaw. . , _ . . , , • . , , 

So far from thinking that your rights, as a British subject, have been 

f ringed I am of opinion that you alone are responsible for any loss or incon¬ 
venience’you may have suffered, or may still suffer, in consequence ot your 

resistance to the authority of the Board of Health. 

Holding this opinion, it is impossible for me to interfere in the matter. 

3 I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. J. BARNETT. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 11 

Mr. G. Fraser to Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett. 

Alexandria, July 14, 1842. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 11th 
instant. It is satisfactory, even at this late period, to receive in writing tul 
Consular sanction to the late and present proceedings of the Alexandria Board 

Had this communication been made at the first stage of the proceedings, I 
might have adopted another line of conduct. With reference to that patagraph, 
in rav letter of the 9th instant, to which you are pleased to give a most distinct 
contradiction, I have only to refer you to the ample testimony on the spot 
which, if examined according to the English law of evidence, will fully establish 
the truth of that and of every other part of mv statement. 

I was obliged by circumstances to remove from the house m town, and the 
selection by Dr. Laidlaw of the only available and convenient house within the 

walls, became a matter of necessity. . , _ . , e , 

Mv business being wholly interrupted, for an indefinite period of time, by 
the aggression of a Turkish authority, and your declining to afford me any 
redress, oblige me to seek that justice and protection in England which I ought 

to have obtained in Alexandria. . . . . 

The question of responsibility, I apprehend, will be for the decision of a 

higher tribunal than any that exists in Egypt. ,. , _ . 

° 1 request to be furnished with a legalized copy of this letter through the 

Consulate, and have the honour. &c. (Signed) G. FRASER. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 11. 


Mr. G. Fraser to Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett. 

^ r ’ Alexandria, July 18, 1842. 

I BEG, respectfully, to remind you, that I requested to be furnished with 
copies of my letters of the 9th and 14th instant, legalized through the Consulate. 

As the period of my departure from Alexandria is at hand, I am desirous of 
receiving these copies before I embark. 

(Signed) ’ & G. FRASER. 


Inclosure 5 in No 11. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett to Mr. G. Fraser. 

Alexandria, July 19, 1842. 
WITH reference to your request to be furnished with legalized copies of 
yom letteis to me of the 9th and 14th instant, l have the honour to acquaint 
you, that I do not consider it to be my duty to furnish you with such copies. 
Your protest was duly legalized aud registered in the Consulate. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. J. BARNETT. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 11. 

Extract from the Quarantine Regulations. 

AN V house in which a case of plague is known to have broken out, shall 
be placed in quarantine for thirty-one days, to commence from the day on which 
the “ spogliatorio” shall enter the house. 

1. Alter the patient shall have recovered, and have quitted the house. 

2. When the patient shall have been removed to the lazaretto. 

3. Alter the death of the patient. 

Persons living in the said house shall, after performing spoglio, be removed 
to a clean house, where they shall remain eleven days under the sanitary 
restrictions. J 

If they prefer going to the lazaretto, the term of quarantine will be only 
seven days. J 


No. 12. 

Mr. Consul Stoddart to Mr. Bidwell.—(Received August 11.) 

Alexandria, July 21, 1842. 

ON the 13th of June, a young Englishman died of plague in the house of 
Mr. George Fraser, a highly respectable British merchant of this city ; the case 
ot disease was represented to me as one of unusual virulence. 

I lost no time in reporting the circumstance to the Board of Health, with 
whose chief officers I had an interview on the subject. I was then apprized of 
the precautionary measures which would be adopted, and I obtained that, in 
several respects, reasonable facilities and indulgences should be granted to Mr 
Fraser. ° 

I could perceive no reason to feel dissatisfied with what was ultimately 
arranged. 3 

The inmates of the house, of whom three had been in actual contact with 
the deceased, were to perlonn spoglio, and to undergo a quarantine of observa¬ 
tion of seven days in the lazaretto, or of eleven days in any house of their own 

F 
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choosing. The papers, mercantile books, &c., were to be fumigated a few hours, 
a nd then rendered free. The house was to be closed for thirty days, during 
which period, an officer of the health office was to superintend the airing and 
the fumigation of the susceptible furniture. 

I proceeded myself to the house of Mr. Fraser, and explained to him the 
process of disinfection to which it would be proper to submit. I also made 
various new arrangements with the health officers, for satisfying his scruples, or 
promoting his convenience. 

It was left to Mr. Fraser’s free option, to perform his quarantine of eleven 
days, either in a segregated portion of his own house, or at a suburb called Kom- 
el-Dikka ; he ended by preferring the latter. He was conducted thither after 
dusk, accompanied by an officer of the quarantine, and by three guardiani. 

The guardiani walked with Mr. Fraser at a respectful distance, and he by 
no means denies that he was treated with the utmost consideration. 

The Board of Health is bound to no more than to intimate to me its placing 
guardiani on any compromised house. In this instance my permission was spe¬ 
cially asked, before the guards were stationed; and it was of course granted, as 
to a customary and perfectly regular proceeding. Nothing, in fact, was done 
without my cognizance; and, I repeat, that I saw no cause for officially interfer¬ 
ing with anything that was exacted on the present occasion. 

I greatly regret to add, that Mr. Fraser thought proper to close his doors 
against the persons charged by the Health-Establishment, with the expurgation of 
his house. He was warned that, until their admission, the term of thirty days’ 
quarantine could not commence to be counted. He has, however, persisted in 
his opposition, and has written to me three letters, demanding, as it seems, that 
the Consul should take upon himself a responsibility which does not belong to 
his office, or that he should oppose himself to the existing quarantine regulations 
of the country, in a manner which would probably expose him to censure. 

On those quarantine laws I am not, tor the present, required to express any 
opinion. They may be good or bad—they may be well or ill adapted to the 
peculiar circumstances of Egypt; they however exist in the meantime, and 
therefore are to be respected. 

Whenever the resident British merchants shall agree in opinion, that they are 
vexatious or inapplicable, the regular and simple course will be, to explain their 
views and wishes to Her Majesty’s Consul-General who is on the spot; it is 
presumable that he will then consider whether such laws really call for change or 
modification, and that he will, in case of need, refer the subject to his superiors. 

As it has been intimated to me, that the question of the Egyptian quaran¬ 
tine will be brought before Her Majesty’s Government, I have the honour to 
transmit to you copies of Mr. Fraser’s letters to me, and of my replies, in order 
that they may be submitted, if necessary, to the Earl of Aberdeen. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. L. .STODDART. 

P.S.—Since the above was written, the Health Office has thought proper to 
accept a certificate from Dr. Laidlaw, that proper measures of disinfection were 
spontaneously adopted in the house of Mr. Fraser, and that house, together with 
the servants in charge, have just been declared in free pratique. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 12. 

The Magistrate of the Board of Health to Mr. Consul Stoddart. 

Monsieur le Consul, Alexandrie, le 11- Juin, 1842. 

LES sujets Anglais actuclleinent en quarantaine dans la maison de Mr. 
Fraser, menaeent, d’enfreindre leur quarantaine dans cette soiree en sortant de 
leur domicile. Je m’empresse de vous en donner avis, afin de prevenir par 
l’influence de votre autorite une semblable violation des lois saintaires. 

Veuillez agreer, &c., 

(Signe) F. IIENRICY. 


Inclosure 2 in No. 12. 

Mr. G. Fraser to Mr. Consul Stoddart. 

Sir 

’ Alexandria, June 14, 1842. 

I BEG to inform you, that having expurgated my house, and taken other 
precautions already not,bed to you, Mr. Laidlaw and myself being about to 
proceed to Kom-el-Dikka, having made arrangements for a house in that part 
to change our clothes with all the necessary attention, and not taking: anv 
susceptible property with us. b J 

I am informed by a person from the Sanitii, that unless I am going to 
perform spoglio according to their notions, I shall be prevented leaving my house 
11ns, Sir, is a serious invasion of the rights of an Englishman in Turkey; it 
being contrary to the capitulations, that any Turkish authority shall interfere 
with the person of an Englishman, without the presence and consent of his 

Finding myself thus under restraint, without the production of a written 
order from the British Consulate, 1 call upon you, Her Majesty’s Consul for 
protection against any interference with my personal liberty by a Turkish 
authority, though cloaked under the name of Sanity, or anything else. 

I have not committed any offence, and I am ever ready to submit to a 
written order from Her Majesty’s Consulate. 

And I hereby solemnly protest against being forcibly detained in this my 
present residence, under the late peculiar circumstances. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. FRASER. 


Inclosure 3 in No. 12. 

Mr. G. Fraser to Mr. Consul Stoddart. 

Sir 

’ Alexandria, June 26, 1842. 

YOU are well aware of all the circumstances attending the case of plague 
which occurred ,,! my house on the 12th instant, and of the interference of a 
uikish authority called the Board of Health, and of the regulations which the 
Bash Aga, and other officers of that board, attempted to enforce. 

tinn nn U p a 'r "'Z T-"’ 0 ^ thc suid bom ' d has S rcatl y altered its determina- 

tZ; Z mS, c»ZZ ,onty ” s resisled by and met with « 

n Tr CS( ; alteiatl °ns in the regulations have not been communicated to me by 
•any official from the board. I only know of them from your conversation ; nor 
ia\e l ever seen a document from that board, whose authority to interfere with 

have 


Majesty’s Consulate. 

It is immaterial to me what changes in its regulations this Board ol 
authority ay Ch °° Se t0 make> 1 cannot discuss terms of surrender to a Turkish 

I have ever tendered my ready submission to the orders of Her Majesty’* 
Consulate, and I repeat the same tender by this letter. J 

n .) Vh ? n TT cnt 1 r ? att ’- d I by mc t0 issue an ordcr » you declined to interfere with the 
Boaid of Health, either to sanction or oppose its proceedings; and you also 
declined the responsibility of an order for the confinement of Mr. Laidlaw 
myself and the servants in the house. Thus left to myself, I refused to admit 
the officials of the board into my house, but I could prevent the placing of 
soldiers, whom they call guardians, at the door, to prevent our egress. And 1 

! daCC , d l 'l ldcr 1 tbe on i ,cl ' s ot ’ Mr. James Laidlaw, the medical officer 

attached to the British Consulate, who, being an inmate of my house at the time 
was deprived of his liberty by the same Turkish authority. 
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The house was expurgated in the only efficient mode known to medical 
authorities in Europe ; and having finished the operation, and destroyed by fire 
the bedding, clothes, &c. of the deceased, we proposed to remove ourselves 
(Mr. Laidlaw and myself) to a house at Kom-el-Dikka, on the evening of the 
14th instant, there to perform a quarantine of observation; it having been clearly 
stated by the Bash Aga and Dr. Grassi, that if we remained in the house (in 
town) we should be confined thirty days; but that hy going to another house, 
the period would be eleven days after spoglio. 

You are aware that the Board of Health attempted to prevent our going 
to another house, unless we conformed to the regulations; but your friendly 
assistance, not officially given, removed obstacles; and we proceeded, under 
escort of one of your Janissaries, to the house at Kom-el-Dikka, leaving every¬ 
thing behind us except the clothes we wore, and these were returned by a servant. 
An officer of the board, and three soldiers, went with us. This officer was to 
see us go through the operation of spoglio ; but on arrival he left that affair to 
ourselves, saying the doctor was the best judge of what was proper. 

We remained at Kom-el-Dikka until the morning of Saturday, the 25th 
instant, during which period of eleven days, the house was guarded by soldiers 
to prevent our egress. That morning the soldiers went away, and we found 
ourselves at liberty, but without any notice from the board, except a visit from 
Dr. Grassi the day before. 

On my return to town, on Saturday last, I found my house still blockaded 
by soldiers; and I am informed that I may enter my house, in which also is my 
office, with the books and papers so requisite to a merchant’s busmess ; but that 
I shall not be allowed to come out again ; and that my confinement will be 
extended to an indefinite period, if 1 do not submit to the regulations of the 
board. 

Having done all that is really effectual to destroy contagion in the house 
and office; and the period elapsed since the case of plague occurred (without 
one ot the inmates of the house being attacked) being sufficient to remove any 
doubts in your own mind, as well as to satisfy the prejudices and remove the 
fears of neighbours, I consider that the house and office ought to be in free 
pratique. 

But it is not a question of how much or how little confinement this Board 
of Health may choose to impose, nor how far the regulations can be stretched or 
contracted according to the caprice or fears of the president, nor what the officials 
may assert at one time and deny at another. The question is one of Turkish 
authority, under the name of a Board of Health, presuming to interfere with a 
British subject without the sanction of the British Consulate, and, in so doing, 
the local Government has committed a clear breach of the capitulations, bv con¬ 
fining, without warrant or other formality, the person of a British merchant, and 
further depriving him of free access to his books and papers. 

1 have to request that you will exercise the protective power of the British 
Consulate for my person and property, and the property and interests under my 
charge; and that you will cause the Turkish (Egyptian) soldiers to be imme¬ 
diately removed from my house (including the office), and protect me from fur¬ 
ther molestation or hindrance of business. 

And I do by this letter solemnly protest against the local Government and 
the Board of Health for the interference that has occurred without your sanction, 
and for any further interference, and for all injury accruing to the interests placed 
in my charge, either by reason of w hat has occurred or shall occur, and for com¬ 
pensation to any parties whose interests have suffered, and to myself, for the 
annoyance, vexation, and great inconvenience to wdiich I have been subjected. 

I have to request that you make known this protest to the local 
authorities. 

And I have further to request that you will furnish me with a legalized copy 
of this letter. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. FRASER. 
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Inclosure 4 in No. 12. 

Mr. Consul Stoddart to Mr. G. Fraser. 

Sir, Alexandria , June 27, 1842. 

IN acknowledging your letter of yesterday, I think it requisite to trouble 
you with a few remarks. 

As the Government of Great Britain has long since recognised the insti¬ 
tution of quarantines throughout the Turkish Empire, of which Egypt is a 
portion, it does not appear that the regulations of the Health Office are in any 
degree opposed to our capitulations with the Sublime Porte. 

The legality of the quarantine being fully admitted by my official superiors, 
it is not for me to resist its proceedings without sufficient motives. 

The existence of a very serious case of plague under your roof was 
positive, and the Board of Health imposed on you the customary precautions. 

Those adopted by yourself and Dr. Laidlaw were perhaps efficient, but they 
could hardly be received as formal and regular, since it w r as not yourselves nor 
this Consulate that was to be satisfied, but the opinion of the quarantine 
establishment and of the public at large. 

If quarantine rules are at all to be observed, I do tliink that the restric¬ 
tions placed on your person were light, and those of the house neither harsh 
or unusual. 

My recommendation to you from the first has been to submit to the 
measures of disinfection prescribed to you by the health officers. My advice 
would still he the same. 

You have urged me repeatedly to give you orders in writing. I informed 
you that the Board of Health acted with my cognizance and consent, but not 
with my authority. I am not called upon to undertake, hy authentic acts, the 
responsibility of the decisions of the Health Office, laying myself open to the 
attack of those who may consider themselves inconvenienced or injured by the 
operation of the quarantine regulations. 

The Health Office, in the act of taking its precautionary measures, is hound 
to report to me the case of plague, or of suspicion. If I see cause to think that 
the suspicion is ill grounded, or the measures taken too rigid, I remonstrate 

I exerted myself to obtain for yourself and Dr. Laidlaw every facility that 
could well be expected ; but there was really no great latitude for such efforts 
since plague in a virulent form had occurred in your house, and I believe that 
three of its inmates had been in actual contact with the deceased. 

It would be of no avail to enter here into the question of what health regu¬ 
lations are adapted to this country, 1 can only know and admit the rules I find 
in existence, until my superiors, having ascertained the necessity for changes, 
shall instruct me of their extent and character. 

You will be furnished with a legalized copy of your letter to me, and your 
protest will be duly registered in the Consulate. Its communication to the 
Egyptian Government is properly the province of Her Majesty’s Consul-General; 
and in the event of your considering that act as essential, I should suggest your 
applying on the subject to Colonel Barnett. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. L. STODDART. 


Inclosure 5 in No. 12. 

Mr. G. Fraser to Mr. Consul Stoddart. 

Sir, Alexandria , June 30, 1842. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt, on the evening of the 28th 
instant, of your letter of that day (dated by a slip of the pen 27th). And 
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this morning I received a legalized copy of my letter to you of the 27th 
instant. 

I have to thank you for the politeness and attention manifested towards 
me in this instance and during my past and present troubles, arising out of 
the confinement of my person and the blockade of my house and office by a 
local authority. 

I need not touch upon the opinions expressed in your letter; they have 
already been discussed verbally. I did not apply to Her Majesty’s Consulate 
for advice, but for justice. 

As you are restrained from the required interference by official superiors, 
I understand your reply to be a negative to my application for the exercise 
of your Consular power, to protect me from further molestation by a local 
authority, which causes the hindrance of my business by having placed 
soldiers at the door of my house to prevent ingress and egress. 

You have referred me to Colonel Barnett, Her Majesty's Consul-General, 
on the subject of communicating my protest to the Egyptian Government. 
I must, at the same time, appeal to him for that protection against a local 
Turkish authority, to which every British-born subject is entitled. To facilitate 
this appeal, be so good as to communicate to Colonel Barnett my letter to you 
of the 27th instant, and your reply to the same. 

I have to trespass further on your good-nature, it is to request that you 
will furnish me with a copy of the quarantine regulations (alluded to in your 
letter) of Constantinople, which have been recognized by the Government of 
Great Britain, and with the date of the issue thereof. 

1 request a legalized copy of this letter, and have, &c., 

(Signed) G. FRASER. 


Inclosure 6 in No. 12. 


Mr. Consul Stoddart to Mr. G. Fraser. 

Sir, Alexandria, July I, 1842. 

IN compliance with the desire expressed in your letter of yesterday, I have 
forwarded to Her Majsety’s Consul-General, copies of your letter of the 2Gth, 
not 27th, ultimo, and of my own reply dated 27th ultimo. 

I can only report, that the Consulate is not conscious of having neglected 
anything to obtain facilities in your favour, but it could not take upon itself to 
obstruct the Board of Health in prescribing customary precautions with respect 
to a house in which a case of plague had only just occurred. 

The steps, too, which you seemed to require to be taken, involved, in my 
opinion, a distinct opposition to the whole acts and authority of the quarantine ; 
and I could not but perceive that my adopting such a course would be assuming 
a responsibility which by no means belongs to my office. " 

You will, I think, perceive that in my former letter I alluded to the princi¬ 
ple of quarantines in Turkey, remarking to you, that their regulations could not 
he viewed as violating the capitulations, since the Government of Great Britain 
has long since recognized their institution in the Ottoman dominions, of which 
Egypt is a portion. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) J. L. STODDART. 


I 


Inclosure 7 in No. 12. 

Mr. G. Fraser to Mr. Consul Stoddart. 

gj r Alexandria , July 2, 1842. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of yesterday’s 
date and have to apologize for the error in date, in reference to previous letters. 

The quarantine regulations of Constantinople which have been recognized 
bv the Government of Great Britain, are unknown to me, in common with 
many other residents in Alexandria; they have not been notified to the public 

in the usual wav, through the Consulate. 

I presume that Her Majesry’s Consulate possesses these regulations, and I 
have again to request that I may be furnished with a copy of them, or even of 
those parts which bear on my case. 

I request a legalized copy ol this letter, and have &c. ^ FRASER. 


Inclosure 8 in No. 12. 

Mr. Consul Stoddart to Mr. G. Fraser. 

gj Alexandria, July 4, 1842. 

WHEN Mehemet Ali made his submission to the Sublime Porte, all the 
laws of the empire, and among them those of Quarantine, obtained authority m 
Eo-ypt. They required no new and special promulgation to give them efficacy. 

° But the only sanitary regulations ot Constantinople, hitherto published at 
this place are those which concern shipping. The rules having application to 
internal or domestic quarantine, have not as yet made their appearance at 
Alexandria. Without precise instructions to that effect, I can by no means 
venture to oppose the existing regulations of Health, merely because those 
of Constantinople have not yet reached this country. . „ . . 

In the mean time I admit as valid, the proceedings of the Board of Health, 
so often as they appear to be reasonable and in conformity with the usages of 
similar institutions in Europe. When the reverse has chanced to be the case I 
have remonstrated, not without success. . . 

It is now some months since Her Majesty s Consul-General has had under con¬ 
sideration certain points connected with this correspondence^ He is I believe, 
in search of information, and I cannot doubt that he will afford Ins best atten¬ 
tion to any views or wishes on the subject, which may be properly submitted to 
him by the British merchants resident in Egypt. 

I hcivc, &c.j 






No. 13. 

The British Merchants and Residents at Alexandria to the Earl of Aberdeen.— 

(Received August 17.) 

Alexandria, July 18, 1842. 
THE humble memorial of the undersigned British merchants and residents 

at Alexandria in Egypt, . . , 

SHEWETH, that your memoralists have been much alarmed ot late by 
the inquisitorial proceedings ot the Board of Health established in this city by 
the local authorities, particularly as regards the case of Mr. G. Fraser, a lg y 
respectable British merchant, who has been deprived of his liberty, and ol his 
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house, office, effects, books and papers, by which his business as a merchant has 
been completely stopped, and himself exposed to great inconvenience and annoy¬ 
ance, being obliged to pass eleven days in another house before he could obtain 
his freedom, and to this time, although thirty-six days have elapsed since the 
case of plague occurred in his house; the said house, with the domestics 
inside, office, books and papers remain shut up and guarded by soldiers, by 
authority of the said Board of Health. 

That your memorialists have witnessed since the' case occurred, another 
similer inquisitorial proceeding on the part of the Board, in which the office of 
Mr. John Friend, a British trader in this place, was closed for nearly two days 
professedly, in consequence of a relation of his clerk’s being attacked by plague, 
by which the said clerk was declared compromised; and before Mr. Friend could 
obtain the release of his office, books and papers, he was compelled by the said 
board to submit to their being fumigated. 

That your memorialists could, if necessary, adduce numerous other cases in 
which the most absurd, frivolous and capricious conduct has been pursued by 
the said Board of Health, which is now carried to such an extent, that your 
memoralists no longer feel that security of their persons and property, which 
they had hitherto considered they had a right to enjoy from the capitulation with 
Turkey; more particularly as in the case of Mr. Fraser, Her Britannic Majesty’s 
Consul-General here, Colonel Barnett, has declared that the proceedings of 
the said board were sanctioned by him and that he could not in any way 
interfere. 

Your memoralists feel it their duty to point out that this decision on the part 
of Colonel Barnett, is in direct opposition to the course pursued by Colonel 
Hodges, late Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul-General at this place, who never 
did recognise the said Board of Health, and make it known to all British 
subjects, that the said hoard had no right to enter the dwelling, nor touch the 
person or property of any British subject, and which your memoralists were 
given to understand was approved of by Her Majesty’s Government, and no 
public notice has been given to your memoialists, that they were to be subject 
to the regulations of this Board of Health for internal quarantine, which is a 
perfectly distinct affair from external quarantine adapted in the ports of Europe, 
to prevent the importation of contagion from infected places. 

Your memoralists beg to remark, that the practice of shutting up houses 
and subjecting the inmates to quarantine, where a case of plague occurs, is 
almost exclusively confined to Alexandria, and is not adopted in the extensive 
capital ot <oairo. 

And your memorialists could produce abundance of evidence to prove that 
instead of its affording any protection to the inhabitants generally, it is quite the 
reverse; and your memorialists beg to cite the powerful and conclusive decision 
of the commission of the highest European medical officers in the service of the 
Ksyntian Government, expressly convened to take into consideration the utility 
uuemui quarantine, and after the closest examination, this medical commis¬ 
sion pronounced the practice of shutting up houses and confining the inmates, 
to be not onh/ useless but pernicious and inhuman. 

That some of your memorialists have extensive stocks of cotton and other 
bale goods, and it these are to be subject to unpacking so as to expose them for 
what is termed bv the said board, “purification,” when any case of plague may 
occur to themselves, their clerks, porters, or others engaged in their business, or 
to any of their domestics, or their relations or friends, whereby any of them may 
be compromised, as it is termed, by the said board, such a state of things not 
only exposes them to much annoyance and vexation, but will be attended with 
the most ruinous consequences as regards their trading pursuits. 

Your memorialists therefore humbly request your Lordship’s attention and 
interference in this important matter, and they feel confident, alter due examina¬ 
tion, your Lordship will be convinced of the necessity of instructing Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at this place, to afford all British subjects and their 
property complete protection against the interference of the Board of Health 
established in this city, lor if your memorialists are to be amenable to its power 
and caprice, there will be an end to that confidence so essential to the well 
being of a British mercantile community resident in a foreign land whose mem¬ 
bers have hitherto considered themselves free from the direct interference of 
Turkish authority by the capitulations with the Sublime Porte. 
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And your memorialists earnestly call your Lordship’s attention to the fqct 
that the only English doctor resident in Alexandria, was confined for eleven 
days with Mr. G. Fraser, in consequence of being “ compromised” by attending 
the deceased, although the doctor’s services were required in urgent cases; your 
memoralists fear that they will be deprived of the doctor’s services when most 
wanted, and that if the practice of shutting him up be continued, that he will 
cease to attend in cases of real or suspected plague. 

And your memorialists will ever pray. 

CUSAY & MALIN. 

GALLOWAY, REINLEIN, & Co. 

JNO. T. ROBERTS. 

J. TIBALDI. 

JOHN FRIEND. 

PETER TAYLOR. 

FRASER & Co. 

JAMES MASH. 

JOYER, THURBURN, & Co. 

JOHN TURNER. 

For HILL & CO. 


No. 14. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett to Mr. Bidwell. 

(Extract.) Alexandria , August 5, 1842. 

BY this time, my Report on the plague case will have reached you, and I 
hope has proved sufficiently clear to enable Lord Aberdeen to decide upon its 
merits. So soon as the question came officially before me, I made my report 

upon it. . 

I hear that a memorial to Lord Aberdeen has been sent home, signed by 
most of the merchants; but it was not shown to me, nor do I know its purport. 

The constitution of the Board of Health is the only tangible point. But I 
must do that body the justice to say, that they have always attended to my 
representations, when I have considered it necessary to interfere ; and they have 
invariably given notice to the Consulate, before taking any steps where a case of 
plague has occurred in a family under British protection. 1 have never been 
able to get from Constantinople accurate information as to the composition of 
the Board of Health there ; but I have written officially on the subject. 


No. 15. 

Dr. Laidlaw to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received September 5.) 

My Lord, Alexandria, August 19, 1842. 

HER Majesty’s Consul-General has communicated to me the contents of a 
despatch from your Lordship, by which I learn that I have incurred your 
disapprobation and censure, in consequence of a letter written by me to Mr. 
Thurburn, and which has been submitted to your inspection. 

In explanation, I beg to be allowed to intrude upon your Lordship’s 
attention, to point out to you the real circumstances of the case. 

Mr. Thurburn and myself have been long intimate and confidential friends, 
and since he left Egypt have carried on a correspondence from time to time. I 
have been in the habit of consulting him upon all occasions, and scarcely any 
action of my life has been decided on without his knowledge. During the great 
plague of 1835 (at which period Mr. Thurburn was British Consul here), I was 
much indebted to him for his friendly support and assistance, when exposed to 
great peril, and possessing but limited means. 

Mr. Thurburn took an active part in persuading the local authorities to 
abandon a system of quarantine which he thought to be unnecessary, and which 










26 


the daily increasing mortality showed to be ineffectual; and when the plague 
actually appeared in my own house, I was not put under any restraint. 

I think, my Lord, you will do me the justice to allow, that when the late 
case of Mr. Brook occurred, it was but natural that I should write to so intimate 
and confidential a friend, and that I should complain of a restriction to which I 
had never before been subjected. I was so well aware of the propriety of 
making no sort of complaint, except through the proper official channel, that I 
abstained from writing to any of my other correspondents; and I informed 
Colonel Barnett that I had done so, but telling him I had written to Mr. Thurburn 
a letter, which I considered strictly private and confidential. 

I considered my letter so strictly a private one, that I did not even keep a 
copy. 

My letter reached Mr. Thurburn at a period when his commercial embar¬ 
rassments were at their height; and he imprudently placed the letter in the 
hands of Dr. Bowring, who, without the shadow of an authority, direct or 
indirect, submitted it to your Lordship. 

The contents of the letter refer to several circumstances which were only 
known to Mr. Thurburn and myself, he having once been a member of the 
Board of Health here, and to particular views of the subject of quarantine 
which we mutually entertain. The paragraph which mentions the names of 
Mr. Briggs, Dr. Bowring, and Sir Joseph Laffan, merely expresses the desire 
that he should consult with persons whose views upon the subject coincided 
with our own. 

In conclusion, I have only to assure your Lordship, that I regret the impru¬ 
dence which has led to your displeasure ; and that so far from having intended to 
make it a complaint, I only sought advice as to the correct mode of complaining, 
when suffering under severe excitement. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ’ JAMES LAIDLAW. 


No. 16. 

Mr. G. Fraser to Mr. Addington. 

London, October 18, 1842. 

WHEN I had the honour of an interview, in August last, you were good 
enough to promise to make further inquiry into the particulars of the proceedings 
of the Board of Health of Alexandria, of which I thought I had a just right to 
complain, and to which I took the liberty of calling the attention of Her Majes¬ 
ty’s Government. 

I am about to return to Egypt, and I have to request that you will favour 
me, through my brother, Mr. J. W. Fraser, of Manchester, with the result of 
your investigation. 

It is a matter of deep interest to many of the English in Egypt, not as a 
question of quarantine, but of jurisdiction. 

So serious is the interruption to business, and so impossible is it for a mer¬ 
chant to protect the interests committed to his charge, under the existing state 
of things, that I shall feel disinclined to continue mercantile pursuits in Alexan¬ 
dria, unless I can obtain some security against future arbitrary interference. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) G. FRASER. 


No. 17. 

The Earl of Aberdeen to Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett. 

Foreign Office, October 25, 1842. 
I HAVE to desire that, at your earliest convenience, vou will transmit to 
mo a copy of the regulations under which the Board of Health established at 
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Alexandria, acts; and that you will also give me accurate information respecting 
the construction of that Board, as well as respecting the character and social 
position of the individuals which compose it at the present moment. 

I am, &c., 

(Signed) ABERDEEN. 


No. ,18. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett to the Earl of Aberdeen.—{Received January 9,1843.) 

My Lord, Cairo, December 3, 1842. 

IN obedience to the instructions contained in your Lordship’s despatch of 
the 28th of October, I have the honour herewith to transmit to you a list of the 
members of the Board of Health at Alexandaia, with a copy of the regulations in 
force for internal quarantine. The code of Quarantine Laws for Vessels and 
Passengers, published at Constantinople for the whole Ottoman Empire, in 
1840, is observed in the ports of Egypt. 

The three Consuls-General who are members of this Board are all engaged 
in trade, and are known to be personally attached to the Pasha, I may almost 
say, dependent upon him. Mr. Pestre and Mr. Harris are both highly respect¬ 
able merchants. Gaetani Bey is the physician of the Pasha. 

The »-reat objection which appears to me to exist against the Board of Health 
as at present constituted is, that it is an irresponsible body, so far at leasts as 
regards the European members not in the service of the Pasha, who cannot be 
held accountable to the local Government, although they were chosen by the 

l am bound, however, to admit, that very few cases have come to my 
knowledge where blame could attach to the Board in the execution of their 
duties. 

Still it appeared to me highly desirable that this Board, which is invested 
with such extensive powers, should be placed upon a better looting, and that the 
Consuls-General should be able to exercise a certain control over their proceed¬ 
ings, in time of plague. 

But a great difficulty existed in finding proper persons to till the situation 
of members of the Board. 

Your Lordship is aware that Mahomedans generally are strongly opposed, 
from their religious prejudices, to all quarantine regulations ; and the Euiopean 
medical men in the Egyptian service are, for the most part, ignorant adventurers, 
very unfit for an office where character and capacity are so essentially requisite. 

In September last, however, a plan was submitted to the Pasha by my col¬ 
leagues, the Consuls-General of Austria, France, and Russia, and myself, for 
remodelling the Board, and assimilating it, as far as practicable, to the Board 
of Health at Canstantinople. 

We proposed to His Highness, that Tahir Bey should remain President of 
the new Board, and that he, the Pasha, should nominate two or three other sub¬ 
jects of the Porte as members, who, with Gaetani Bey, and two medical men in 
the Pasha’s service, whom we named, should form the Board. 

That nine of the Consuls-General should name each a delegate to the 
Board, with the same powers as are enjoyed by the same number of dele¬ 
gates chosen by the European Missions at Constantinople as their representa- 

tlVeS *I had previously spoken, on more than one occasion, to the Pasha on the 
subject, and he always expressed himself willing to attend to any suggestions 
we might make to him for rendering the Board of Health more efficient, declar¬ 
ing that he had only one object in view in introducing quarantine regulations, 
which was, to get rid, if possible, of the plague. . . , , 

Our plan was referred by the Pasha to Boghos Bey for his opinion, and he 
assured me, the day before I left Alexandria, that it met with his full approba¬ 
tion ; that he had returned the paper to the Pasha, recommending the adoption 
of the plan, and that in twenty-four hours he hoped to be able to announce tc 
me officially the formation of the new Board. 
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On the arrival of the French Consul-General here on the 20th ultimo, I 
learnt from him, to my great surprise, that no further steps had been taken to 
carry our plan into execution, and that nothing more had transpired on the sub¬ 
ject since I left Alexandria. 

Upon this I went down to Mansurah, where I found the Pasha. I told his 
Highness how much I was disappointed to find that no final steps had been 
taken to settle the question of the Board of Health, which I had been given to 
understand by Boghos Bey, previously to my leaving Alexandria, would be im¬ 
mediately arranged according to the plan proposed by the Consuls-General. 

I mentioned to the Pasha that I had been instructed by your Lordship to 
furnish Her Majesty’s Government with certain detailed information on the 
subject of the quarantine regulations in force at Alexandria, and the character of 
the Board of Health, and that I was anxious to be able to make a satisfactory 
report to your Lordship on these points. 

His Highness, in reply to my observations, said, since he quitted Alexan¬ 
dria, his time and thoughts had been so wholly occupied in endeavouring to 
provide means for supplying the loss of his cattle, and for insuring the harvest 
of next year, that he had been unable to attend to any other business. But the 
Pasha, at the same time, promised me that, on his arrival in Cairo, where he 
said he should be in less than a month, everything should be settled as I 
wished. 

With this explanation, I thought myself bound to be satisfied, and I trust 
that I shall have it in my power, ere long, to announce to your Lordship that 
the Pasha has kept his promise, and that a new Board of Health has been 
formed on the plan suggested to his Highness by my colleagues and myself. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. J. BARNETT. 


Inclosure 1 in No. 18. 

List of Members of the Board of Health at Alexandria, 1842. 

President, Tahir Bey, (Chief of Police.) 

Members, Messrs. Tossizza, {Greek.) 

„ ,, Harris, {English.) 

„ ,, Rossetti, {Tuscan.) 

„ „ Dumreicher, {Danish.) 

„ „ Pastrd, [French.) 

„ „ Gaetano Bey, (Physician to the Pasha ) 

,, „ Sheikh Halil Gazalat, {Ottoman.) 

„ ,, Seid Mohammed Bedreddin, {Ottoman.) 

,, ,, Khurschid Efiendi, {Ottoman.) 

>, „ Henricy, {French Perpetual Commissary .) 


Inclosure 2 in No. 18. 

General Regulations concerning the Public Health at Alexandria and in the Inte¬ 
rior, to be put into execution according to order of His Highness the Viceroy, 
dated ISRejeb, 1257. (August 30, 1841.) 

Chapter I. refers to Exterior Quarantine . 

Chapter II., Interior Quarantines. 

EXCEPT in the event of so general an epidemic as shall render impossible 
every Banitary measure, 

The occupiers of all houses, places, or establishments where any case of 
illness takes place, shall apprise thereof the head of the district, who, being 
informed of the sex of the patient, shall immediately ask the attendance of the 
physician, if it is the case of a man, or of the doctoress if a woman, on its being 
verified that it is a case of plague; the house shall be, without delay, put into 
quarantine for thirty-one days, which shall not begin to count but from the day 


on which the man or woman charged with expurgating the house, shall be ad¬ 
mitted into it. Such admission to take place— 

1st. After that the patient shall have recovered and have quitted the house, 
and gone to another house to perform a spoglio of thirty-one days. 

2nd. When the patient shall be conveyed to the lazaretto. 

3rd. After the death of the patient. 

Then only the expurgators are to be introduced into the house, and the 
quarantine to commence. 

Such persons cempromised, who may desire to undergo the spoglio, will be 
lodged in a clean house where they will remain eleven days, subject to the sani¬ 
tary regulations ; and if they should consent to undergo a spoglio at the lazaretto, 
their quarantine will be of seven days. 

Indigents, without means to support themselves in their houses during the 
quarantine, are to be sent to the lazaretto, where they shall be allowed the same 
ration by Government, of daily bread, as is granted to indigent passengers. 

Should any one ask for a medical man or nurse to be attended by, in pre¬ 
ference to the attendance of the medical men of the Board of Health, it shall be 
granted : on condition that the said medical man is not to enter the house, with¬ 
out being accompanied by a guard of the Board of Health, nor the nurse, with¬ 
out being accompanied by the doctoress of the Board of Health, and this in order 
to prevent all communication injurious to the public health. 

The performance of quarantine in town shall not be permitted except in 
houses fit for that purpose ; whilst in stores, barracks, government establish¬ 
ments, hospitals, See., it shall not be permitted ; and the persons living in such 
places shall be sent to the lazaretto to be attended by the hospital physician of 
that establishment. The persons compromised shall perform their quarantine as 
pi ovided in the 1 st Article of the present chapter. 

As the navy, the arsenal, the troops of the line the hospitals, and the navy 
school, have medical men attached exclusively to their service, any person there 
falling sick shall call his respective physician, who, on discovering any suspicious 
symptoms, shall place a guard at the door of the patient, and shall call in the 
visit of the Health Office physician, after which, on ascertaining the case to be 
of plague, the Articles II and III of the present regulation shall be conformed 
to 

Chapter III., Sanatory Police of the City and Environs .— 1st. Part. 

The huts existing within the walls of Alexandria have been built upon a 
plan opposed to the rules calculated for salubrity. They are situated in places 
where the air does not freely circulate, being placed one upon another;— 
a great defect, owing to which, they cannot necessarily be proper habitations, 
and the tilth which remains stationary produces exhalations injurious to 
health. 

They want, besides, privies; consequently the excrements remain per¬ 
petually increasing the infection of the air. 

It is therefore necessary that within the w T alls there should be no other 
huts but those of the seamen and of the soldiers of the garrison. All other 
huts, belonging to the sappers, workmen, servants of the administration, 
donkey men, water men, porters, and to such of the national guard who live 
also in huts, shall be removed without the Mahmoudie Gate, precisely to the 
spot where are the huts of the grain porters of the Shoona, according to the 
plan agreed upon between his Excellency Selim Pasha and the superintendent 
of the police. 

Some of the huts existing out of the Mahmoudie Gate are built upon the 
new plan, and others are of the old kind ; the latter should be rebuilt. 

2nd. The seamen’s huts which were at Rass-El-Tm, and which were latterly 
removed to the neighbourhood of the Gardens Nebi-Damial, and to the district 
called Nezit, are built in a line near each other, separated by broad streets, and 
so ordered that each line contains the crew of one ship. 

There are still huts of seamen in towm upon the old system, and in 
unhealthy places. There also shall be demolished and replaced near the others 
of the seamen, after the regular plan arranged for every ship’s crew. 

3rd. There will not then remain within the walls, according to the disposi¬ 
tions of the Articles I and II, any others than the huts of the soldiers of the 
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line; and these also, being built upon the old system, shall be demolished and 
rebuilt upon the new system, at the place pointed out by the superintendent of 
police, namely, in the vicinity of the seamen’s huts. 

4th. The excavations and deep holes where the waters remain stagnant, 
and emit putrified exhalations injurious to the public health, are to be filled up 
and levelled properly. r 

Some of these places belong to Government, others to private individuals, 
and others were dug by the seamen when building their huts, therefore the 
excavations belonging to Government shall be filled up at the expense of Govern- 
ment, and those belonging to private individuals .shall be filled up at the expense 
oi the owners of the ground, through the agency of the administration of the 
public manufactories; and those excavated by the seamen shall be filled up by 
themselves; such having been the condition under which his Excellency Selim 
Fasha permitted the holes to be dug. 

5th. Several years ago, superior orders were published both with regard to 
the construction of the huts and the filling up of the holes in the manner above 
stated ; but the putting of them into execution was met by obstacles. The 
administration protested for the great distance that would have existed between 
the new habitations at the Mahmoudie and the centre of business, bv which the 
persons employed would have lost much time, to the prejudice of the service, 
the navy also declined approving of the project, owing to the work having been 
ordered for winter, in which season little could be done. It was then rendered 
necessary to put it off for summer; but, on the setting in of the fine season, 
other business required immediate attention ; so that time passed from winter to 
summer, and everything remained in suspense. But these excuses cannot be 
and must not be any longer admitted, since the distance from Mahmoudie to 
the administration is not more than five minutes. The greater part of the 
national guard are lodged at the Mahmoudie', and therefore no inconvenience 
appears likely to follow, if those few who remain within the walls of the town 

his°Highnes heie ^ lmmediate orders are tlierelore necessary on the part of 

1. To the Admiralty, for causing the demolition of the seamen’s huts 

existing in town, and for rebuilding them according to the new plan at the same 
place where the others are; as also for causing the holes to he filled up bv the 
seamen who dug them. } 

2. To the Minister of the Marine, for ordering to all the men employed in 
the administration under his directions, to demolish the huts and remove' them 
to the Mahmoudie' without further excuses or pretexts. 

3. To the administration of the manufactories, in order to commence filling 
up the holes belonging to Government and to private individuals; and to level 
the ground, stopping up also the cisterns which yield no water. 

To the Commander of the troops and infantry, for the demolition of the 
soldiers huts, and the rebuilding of the same at the place which will be pointed 
out to them according to the new plan. 

5. To the chief of the National Guard, for the building of the huts for his 
his soldiers at the Mahmoudie. 

6. Lastly, to the Superintendent of tne Shoona for removing the huts of his 
porters, and replacing them by those of the other porters. 

Those who do not belong to any administration shall have their huts 
demolished by the police, and rebuilt according to the new plan. 


2nd Part. 

1. The city of Alexandria has been hitherto divided into four districts or 
quarters, to which a fifth shall be added, which will include the bazaars and the 
Frank quarter. 

For each of these five quarters, a sufficient number of persons shall be 
established for sweeping and carrying away the filth on donkeys. Wheelbarrows 
are also deemed useful. This sweeping shall be done every day, and in summer 
the streets shall be refreshed with water. 

The said sweepers shall be obliged to work from day-break until one hour 
and a half after sun-rise; after which, they shall carry their filth on their 
animals to the place out of town that will he allotted by the police to that effect, 
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where all the rags gathered, shall be consigned to the flames in the presence of 
the agent of the police. 

The heads of families, boabs or porters of houses, and the keepers of coffee- 
houses, shall, in the morning, sweep their places; and, one hour and a half 
after sun-rise, they shall put out the filth for being taken away by the sweepers, 
and burnt at the place appointed. 

The streets shall be swept once a-day, as here above expressed, but the 
markets must be swept twice, namely, in the morning and in the afternoon, 

being places more frequented. , _ . t 

Should any of the sweepers deposit filth at any other place than that 
appointed, he shall he punished in the same manner as the owners of houses, 
coffee-houses, O kellas, and boabs, who throw filth into the streets before or 
after the hour appointed for doing so. 

In order to find out the faults of the sweepers, these shall be numbered and 
entered in the Register of the Police. 

Privies, &c , shall not be emptied but three hours after sunset. 

Wa (r es shall be allowed to the sweepers for themselves and for the hire of 
their animals. The sweepers of the streets shall be paid at the charge of the 
houses; those of the bazaars at the expense of the shops, O kellas, coffee¬ 
houses, &c. The police and the chief inhabitants of the city shall draw out a 
proportionate tariff, from which no one shall be exempted. 

The heads of the streets shall superintend, under their own responsibility, 
the work of the sweepers, who shall be denounced to the police for punishment 
each time they fail in the proper performance of their duty. 

All the filth now accumulated in the drains of the city shall be taken out 
and removed at the expense of the owners of the same, and that existing on the 
sea-shore shall be removed at the expense of the owners of the neighbouring 

bUlld The'two principal streets of the city (one of them running from the Manscie 
to Rass-el-Tin, and the other from the mosque of Sheik Ibrahim to the gate of 
the arsenal), which, owing to their being much frequented by the population and 
vehicles, are in a bad stale, shall be repaired at the expense of the Government, 
under the directions of the civil engineers, and by means of the administration ot 
the Government manufactories. In this work are to be also comprised severa 
holes, as well as small heaps of earth, which are the neighbourhood of the Mosque 
Mo>*avsi, others out of the city, towards the Rosetta Gate, others again outside 
of the said gate, and others finally in the vicinity of the New Saka, where are 
stagnant waters which emit injurious exhalations. All these holes and mounds, 
and others which may be found on the principal road, shall be levelled for account 
of Government. The others, existing in the streets, shall be levelled for account 

of the nearest inhabitants. . t 

There being a physician for inspecting the cattle killed for account of 
Government, anil for preventing sick or unhealthy animals from being killed, it 
shall be his business to inspect also the cattle which are lulled at the same place 
for account of private individuals. The said physician shall be accompanied by 

a cavass ot the police. , . a . 

On certain davs in the hot season, fish being sold in a stale and putrified 
state to the detriment of the population and the public health, it shall be the 
business of the physician inspecting meat, to inspect also the sales of fish ; and 
not finding it fresh and fit for sale, to deliver up the fish and the seller to the 
man of the police, for punishing the latter severely, and throwing the fish into 

the sea.^ ^ besides , p i aC es in the city where meat, stale fish, fruits, vegeta¬ 
bles grain. &c., are sold, which are kept in such a state as would injure the 
health of those who purchase them. This shall be prevented, and it shall be 

done in the following manner:— , . . 

The physician appointed over butchers, &c., not being employed for more 
than two hours every morning in inspecting the different denominations of meat, 
when he has thus discharged that duty, shall join the Mohzasse ot the city in Ins 
rounds, and happening to meet with any stale meat grain, fruits, or anything 
else, the use of which could be injurious, he shall collect all such articles of pro¬ 
vision, and deliver them up to the police, together with the sellers thereof. He 
shall also inspect the market of the public cooks, and there visit and ascertain 
the quality and condition of the victuals, and of the utensils in which they are 
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cooked, and finding either in a state that could injure the public health, he shall 
deliver up the utensils containing such meats, as also the seller thereof, the latter 
for being punished. 

The water which serves for ablutions in the mosques, remaining some days 
without being changed, corrupts and stinks, to prevent which, the heads of the 
mosques shall be invited to change it once in three days. 

The stores of salt fish called Fisick, and other such articles, noxious to pub¬ 
lic health, shall be removed from the city and placed at the Mahmoudid, to the 
south of the huts of the Barrain (foreigners). 

Cattle which yield milk, such as buffaloes, cows, goats, &c., abound in the 
interior of the city, and of inhabited houses, and of the stores belonging to them. 
These also shall be removed to the vicinity of Pompey’s Pillar Gate, into stables 
or inclosures at a distance from inhabited places, in order that the exhalations 
caused by their excrements may create no harm. 

The sheds of the markets, made for protection from the sun and rain, shall 
not be altogether closed, but have a sufficient number of apertures for the circu¬ 
lation of the air. 

It shall be so arranged that the waters of the rain in winter may find an easy 
issue by means of pipes, &c., better contrived than the present ones, and they 
shall be constantly attended to and kept clean. 

It being the custom that one half of the seamen of the squadron sleep on 
board, and the other half spend the night on shore in their own huts, for want of 
barracks, it is rendered necessary that the said huts be considered as if they were 
barracks ; and as the cleanliness of these, and the preservation of the soldiers’ 
health, are under the responsibility of the officers, it follows that the officers of 
the different ships must be responsible and careful as to the cleanliness of the 
huts and their streets; as well as the preservation of the health of their respective 
ships’ crews, taking care that the same degree of cleanliness is observed on shore 
as on board. 

These regulations prescribed in the preceding Article must be observed also 
as regards the huts of the soldiers, that of the apprentices in the Government 
schools, those of the workmen in the arsenal, and those of the persons of the 
hospitals, &c. 


Chapter IV.— Cleanliness of Houses and Airing of Effects. 

When once the Sanatory Police is established in the interior and exterior of 
the city, there will remain to provide also for that of houses, which is most 
essential for the good of the public health, and most interesting to the popula¬ 
tion, and this shall be put in practice as follows:— 

1st. In the houses and O kellas where this salutary measure maybe deemed 
necessary, the process of airing or cleansing shall last for forty days for all mer¬ 
chandize and effects contained in trunks, cases, &c. 

Such valuable property as might be spoiled, or be subject to change by being 
exposed on terraces, shall be placed in court-yards or in rooms, on condition 
that the said rooms be empty, and that the doors as well as the windows be open, 
in order to give them free and continued circulation of air. With respect of 
those things that can suffer immersion, they shall be washed, such as wearing- 
apparel, linen, carpets, cloaks, &c.; the rest shall be aired for forty days as 
above stated. 

2nd. Within the stated space of time, the floors shall be washed once a 
week, and all holes, cracks, &c., internal or external, in the walls, shall be 
stopped up. Then the walls should be whitewashed with lime once during the 
cleansing, with the view of removing the infection. At the same time, fumiga¬ 
tions shall take place of chlorate of lime and sulphur once a-week, without 
excepting any house, O kella, or store. 

3rd. All huts in general shall be subjected to airing, washing, and fumiga¬ 
tion, as established for the city. This duty shall be performed by the seamen, 
the soldiers, the workmen of the dockyard, &c., under the responsibility and 
directions of the officers. It shall be the duty of the police to have this done to 
the huts of the Barrain. 

4th. This airing and cleansing shall take place simultaneously, in one and 
the same day, under the same rules, after an express notice given by the police. 
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Should it be necessary to renew it in the course of the year, the putting of it 
into execution shall not be delayed, but on notice given by the police, it shall be 
done immediately. 

5th. It being possible that through ignorance or negligence, the cleansing is 
not executed properly and in the manner prescribed, there shall be men and 
women appointed for inspecting every place. The men shall enter men’s habita¬ 
tions, and the women those of their own sex ; and where they shall see that all 
has not been done in the manner ordered, and that there exists in the houses 
filth, bad exhalations, &c., they shall inform the police, by whom the heads of 
families, boabs of O kellas, &c., shall be severely punished. 

6th. Whereas, amongst the different towns and places in Egypt there are 
some that are near each other, and the communication between them is con¬ 
tinual; and whereas, in this year, the malady has spread and made great ravages 
everywhere; the cleansing of Alexandria alone would not be attended with any 
great result towards the general welfare in Egypt; therefore it would be indis¬ 
pensable that, after the cleansing of Alexandria, the cleansing should be extended 
to the other great cities, such as Cairo, Damietta, Rosetta, &c., to which effect 
superior orders should be issued to all the mudirs and governors. 

7th. In the 5th Article, 1st Category, 3rd Chapter, it was stated what 
orders were to be directed to the Admiral, to the Minister of the Marine, to the 
Commander of the Troops, to the Chief of the National Guard, and to the Super¬ 
intendent of the Shoona, respecting the huts, the mounds, and the holes. Inde¬ 
pendent of this, it would be necessary to recommend to every one of the said 
chiefs, to conform, in what concerns huts under their charge, to the instructions 
contained in the Chapters III. and IV. on the sanatory cleanliness of the interior 
of the city, the houses, &c. 

The present regulation shall be printed in different languages, and distri¬ 
buted, together with his Highness’s orders, to all the commanders of ships, to 
the officers of troops and of the arsenal, and lastly, to all those whom it concerns, 
for the execution of what is expected of them. 

The strangers and the chief men of the place shall join the four principal 
chiefs of the streets, and their dependents, and the heads of the huts, and the 
present regulation shall be read to the owners of these huts, lor its being put 
into execution. 

Respecting the Europeans, his Excellency the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
shall write to their Representatives, in order that they may give orders to their 
fellow-subjects to observe cleanliness, according to the established regulations. 


No. 19. 

Mr. G. Fraser to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received January 10, 1843.) 

Sir, Alexandria, December 20, 1842. 

I HAVE had the honour to receive a note from Mr. Addington, the under 
Secretary of State lor Foreign Affairs, in reply to my letter of ISth October 
last; and I am informed that he has no power to communicate with me on the 
subject of that letter, except by authority from the Secretary ot State. 

The observations of Sir Wm. Pym, at the Quarantine Station, Ryde, and 
those of Mr. Addington, at an interview in August last, and your Lordship’s 
communications to Messrs. Nieol, Duckworth, & Co., and Mr. J. W. Eraser, 
induce me to believe that an incomplete, if not an incorrect, report of what 
took place on the 12th, 13th, and 14th of June last, has been laid before the 
Foreign Office. Mr. Consul Stoddart and Dr. Laidlaw were present; and their 
reports, if called for, would throw some light upon the subject. 

I have to press on your Lordship’s attention, that the Alexandria Board of 
Health is not a branch the Constantinople Board. It did not possess, up to 
August last, a copy of the Constantinople regulations. Nor was there a copy 
of those regulations in the British Consulate at that period. 

The history of the formation of the Alexandria Board of Health will be 
found in the despatches from Colonel Hodges in 1840. As Her Majesty s 
Consul-General, he opposed its assumption ol authority over British subjects. 
He was seconded by M. Laurin, the Austrian Consul-General$ and he exempted 
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the British residents from the direct interference of that board 

It is a mistake to represent me as opposing all quarantine I refnsprl tn 
submit to a Turkish authority which the Consul declLd to support At the 
same time I tendered to Mr. Consul Stoddart, in presence of Dr^Laidlaw and 
her persons, perfect submission to any orders he might issue for quarantine 

of HealtJTtH °T the h M US fV ° r ’ ‘ f he W ° Uld ° rder me 10 submit t0 * he Board 
t Health, that I wou d then comply with its requisitions, even with that 

thirty-one^days. emand * ^ deprivin S a merchant of his books and papers for 

this Rlnrrf^ d ^ rt u V i! 0 - ld a° neither , saying, “I neither sanction nor oppose 
this Board of Health; and intimated that he did so by order of his official 

5EC* and that he could not interfere in any way, and left the responsibility 
of acting entirely with the Board of Health. ^ 

The board showed its want of legal authority over British subjects bv 

retSd^ ^ndth^nT 7 b C °f^ t0 enf ° rCe itS measures u P on me. The Consul 
retused. And then the board did not act up to its requisitions, but contented 

itself with blockading the house with Turkish soldiers 

methnrlinP 6 ^ em ? entl ? expurgated, according to the most approved 

reDOrted to ,h,TT' w d6r direct , ions ol ' Dr ' “Saw, and tl,e fact duly 

lof thirtv n inc r£«!, ' a °“ r doraestics who were confined in the house 

tor tnirty-mne days escaped all contamon 

Barnett 0 Her MV 810 donsul Stoddart ' and to Lieutenant-Colonel 
Barnett, Her Majesty s Consul-General, of the proceedings of this Turkish 

authority, called a Board of Health; and of its want of legal power and of the 

annoyance, loss of business, and injury to the interests of those whose affairs 

interfere^ 6 ' “ y ^ NeWw of Her Majesty's Representatives would 

.I J. be ques J lon is not one of quarantine, but of jurisdiction. If a Turkish 
hority, under any name, is to interfere with the persons and property of 
British subjects m Egypt, directly, and not through the medium of Her 
Majesty s Consul as heretofore, there is an end to the privileges which we have 
enjoyed under those treaties with the Porte called the capitulations Those 

provided^bv 61 the Tl COns ; dered in forming the Constantinople Board, and 

members of that hoard^Tf 8 ^ 8 ° r Coasuls - General joining in naming the 
members of that board. The reverse was the case with the Alexandria Board. 

1 have to reiterate my complaint of the interference of Turkish officials to 

whose authority the British residents in Alexandria have never been required to 

A r nd 1 *T e “ ls ° to that Senanti 

colonel Barnett did not duly maintain Her Majesty’s jurisdiction and bv his 

Td TS n „ffic,l me th ° “ under’my^churge a. the ^ ft 

Consul GeneTsl’snd 0f , Her - Ma i est , v ’ s jurisdiction is to be optional with the 
11°, !, ’ i ’ t a V lm P el- ative duty on him, there will be no barrier to 

XSa'u 4 ' “ femora of provinces, and under this 

;“n S Ct foML^2 SF ° leCtl0n ’ * deC ‘ ine C ° ntinUins 

it is a prevalent belief among English merchants abroad, that it is useless 

us TndonU ‘t frel'lf °“?: But ?° Ur L “ rdsili P ■« «<■ 
of a’remedv and thtt the “ ?“? eva ™ matlw ' <* case, and the application 
Sl4hSrwill be looked into ^ eV ‘ de " Ce ^ on the P ublic ^stions 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. FRASER. 


No. 20. 

Messn. Nicol, Duckworth, and Co., to the Earl of Aberdeen-[Received Jan. 13.) 

My J a. . Liverpool, January 10, 1843. 

fnrl , V, E had the honour l to address a letter to your Lordship in July last setting 
forth the serious injury that had arisen to interests in which we were deenlv con? 
cerned, in connection with the firm of Fraser & Co., of Alexandria through 
extreme irregularity on the part of Her Majesty’s Consulate, and of the BoufS 


of Health of that port, on the occasion of a case of plague having occurred there, 
in the house of the above firm. 

The circumstances are detailed at length in our letter above mentioned, and 
it is within our knowledge, that full particulars of the case have been furnished to 
the Foreign Office since that time, as well by Mr. George Fraser himself, sup¬ 
ported by the body of merchants, as by the consular authorities at Alexandria, 
so as to place within your Lordship’s reach the entire evidence bearing upon the 
case. 

We now, therefore, venture to address your Lordship again on this, to us, 
painfully interesting subject, and to request your aid and interference in procur¬ 
ing for us from the Egyptian Government, some compensation for the loss we 
have sustained, both in money and business, through the proceedings in ques¬ 
tion. 

In praying your Lordship’s attention to this matter, we would respectfully 
lay before you the following leading points of the case, as communicated to us 
from Alexandria :— 

1. T hat the question is not one of quarantine, nor of resistance to qua¬ 
rantine, but of jurisdiction ; for Mr. George Fraser, at the outset, tendered to 
Mr. Consul Stoddart his submission to anv quarantine that the Board of Health 
might impose, under his, the Consul’s, sanction and authority ; but failed in 
obtaining any other reply from that gentleman, than an avowal that he would 
neither sanction nor oppose the act ot the Hoard. 

2. That the Board of Health at Alexandria was not recognised by any 
former British consul, and was, in fact, as we are informed, resisted by Colonel 
Hodges, who expressly exempted British subjects from its interference. 

3. That no official communication has at any time been made to the 
British Consulate by the Egyptian Government, announcing the existence of 
such Board, nor of any Code of Regulations lor its procedure, nor can it show 
a written instrument from the Biitish Consulate, giving it power over British 
subjects ; and it is admitted that the Board in question is not a branch of the 
Constantinople Quarantine, nor does it possess any authority from the Sultan. 

4. That the measures demanded by the Board were vexatious and unneces¬ 
sary, as the case in question occurred at the end of the season, when plague is 
considered epidemic in Egypt, and in fact, it was apparent that the exaction of 
fees was the main object which the said board had in view. 

5. That the house containing the books, papers, money, furniture, and 
other effects of Mr. Fraser and his firm, after being subjected to the unau¬ 
thorised blockade of a party of soldiers for a considerable length of time, was 
suddenly abandoned by them on the afternoon of the 21st July last, without any 
intimation being given to Mr. Fraser, and left without any protection or security 
whatever. 

These circumstances will, we trust, be sufficient to satisfy your Lordship, 
that we have a strong claim for compensation on account of the injury sustained 
by us through these irregular acts, both on the part of the British Consulate, 
and the so-called Board of Health at Alexandria ; and we pray that your Lord- 
ship will take the matter into your favourable consideration. 

We remain, &c., 

(Signed) NICOL, DUCKWORTH & CO. 


No. 21. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Barnett to the Earl of Aberdeen.—(Received February 7.) 

My Lord, Cairo, January 26, 1843. 

WITH reference to my despatch of the 3rd December in reply to your 
Lordship’s despatch of the 25th October, I have now the honour to acquaint 
you that the Pasha has at length agreed to the material points of the arrange¬ 
ment proposed to him by my colleagues and myself. 

Ilis Highness expressed great unwillingness to dismiss the European 
members "of the present Board of Health at Alexandria, who, he said, had 
accepted the office at his express desire, and to whom he was under great 
obligations for the services they had rendered ; we have therefore consented that 
these gentlemen shall remain members of the Board, having only a deliberate 
voice in common with the delegates or honorary members, to be named by the 
Consuls-General. 
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The executive part will devolve entirely upon the Bash Aga, and such 
members as are in the service of the Pasha, and therefore responsible to him. 

We have thus, I trust, my Lord, secured a salutary control over the pro¬ 
ceedings of this Board. 

It is my intention to name Dr. Laidlaw on the part of the British Consulate, 
such nomination being of course subject to your Lordship’s approval. 

Apprehensions seems to have been entertained that the disease which has 
proved so fatal among the cattle in Egypt would be followed by a severe plague. 
A few cases of a doubtful nature were reported to have occurred last month 
among the troops of the Pasha stationed at Mansura; but up to this time only 
one or two isolated cases have happened in Cairo or Alexandria. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) C. J. BARNETT. 


No. 22. | 

Mr. Addington to Messrs. Nicol, Duckworth § Co., Liverpool. 

Gentlemen, Foreign Office, January 28, 1843. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter dated i Oth instant, in which, with reference to a former letter dated 
in July last, setting forth the injury which had been done to your interests, 
through extreme irregularity on the part of Her Majesty’s Consulate, and of 
the proceedings of the Board of Health at Alexandria, on the occasion of a case 
of plague which occurred in the house of Messrs. Fraser and Co ; you 
request Lord Aberdeen’s aid and interference in procuring for you irom the 
Egyptian Government some compensation lor the loss which you have sustained, i 

both in money and business, through the proceedings in question. 4 

I am to inform you in reply, that Lord Aberdeen, alter having referred the 
matter to the law advisers of the Crown, considers that the conduct of Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General and Consul at Alexandria, was perfectly correct on 
the occasion in question; and that the proceedings of the B ard of Health at I 

Alexandria, which were countenanced by the British Consul-General and the 
Consul, appear to have been marked by every indulgence towards Mr. Fraser, 
which was consistent with a proper regard for the public safety. 

Lord Aberdeen is therefore under the necessity of expressing his opinion 
that he would not be justified, with reference to the relations established by 
Treaty between Great Britain and Turkey, in as->isting you to claim redress or 
indemnity from the authorities of Egypt. 

I have, &c., t 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 


No. 23. 

Mr. Addington to Mr. G. Fraser. 

Sir, Foreign Office , January 30, 1843. 

I AM directed by the Earl of Aberdeen to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter, dated 20th December, relative to the case of plague which occurred 
in your house, in June last, and to the proceedings of the Alexandrian hoard of 
Health, and of Her Majesty’s Consul-General on that occasion. 

I am to observe to you, in reply, that you are under an error in supposing, 
that “an incomplete, if not incorrect, report” of what took place in reference 
to that matter, had been laid before the Foreign Office. On the contrary, the 
whole case was brought to Lord Aberdeen’s knowledge, both by direct reports 
from Her Majesty’s Consul-Geueral, and Consul, and also by letters written by 
yourself and Dr. Laidlaw, which were submitted to his Lordship by Dr. Bowring. 
All these papers were duly referred to a principal law adviser of the Crown, and 
upon his opinion the decision of Lord Aberdeen was founded. That decision 
was to the effect, that, with reference to the relations established by Treaty 
between Great Britain and Turkey, the conduct both of the Board of Health 


37 

and of the British Consuls was, under all the circumstances of the case, not 

open to censure; but, on the contrary, justifiable. 

It does not, however, follow from this decision, that Lord Aberdeen 
considers the construction of the Alexandrian Board of Health, or the regula¬ 
tions under which they act, as not susceptible of amelioration, or as unattended 
with evil. On the contrary, his Lordship so clearly perceives the inconveniences 
which attach to the existing quarantine arrangements at Alexandria, that he 
some time since directed Her Majesty’s Consul-General to transmit to him such 
information as might enable him take the necessary measures for obviating those 
inconveniences in future. And his Lordship has reason to hope, from the 
report which that gentleman has already made to him, that a considerable step 
has already been made towards the attainment of that desirable object. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. U. ADDINGTON. 










